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2014 WPMA Scholarship Recipients

President’s Message

Have you ever been with a group of friends or col-
leagues when someone asks a question about trivia or 
something that occurred in the past and everyone whips out 
a smart phone to see who can be the first to find the answer? 
This is today’s version of the classic board game “Trivial 
Pursuit.” These days, people rarely try to tap into their 
brains to recall historical information. The “Google Effect” 
phenomenon is when people tend to forget information that 
can be readily found online by using Internet search engines 
such as Google. In other words, folks are using the Internet 
as a personal memory bank. I see this happening all the time 
and agree that human memory is adapting to new technol-
ogy. So the next time you forget something, don’t be con-
cerned that you’re getting old or forgetful. It’s simply due to 
the Google Effect and your reliance on that external memory 
you carry around in your pocket (or purse) that enables you 
to provide others with quick and accurate answers!
And lest I forget (!), the pages that follow recognize eight 
deserving WPMA Scholarship Foundation recipients. The 
recipients are among our best and brightest, and I’m truly 
amazed by their long lists of scholarly achievements and 
other accomplishments. These students have put a lot of 
effort into their studies and they’ve excelled and are truly 
deserving of the recognition and financial support this award 
brings. This is the reason we all work so hard to support the 
WPMA Scholarship Foundation. Since its inception in 1990, 
the Foundation has awarded close to $600,000 in scholar-
ships to more than 180 deserving students. I urge you to 
continue supporting the WPMA Scholarship Foundation. 
By the time you read this article, I will have attended the 
May PMAA board of directors meeting and “Day on the 
Hill” in Washington, D.C., the WPMA board of directors 
meeting in Salt Lake City, and the Washington Energy and 
Convenience Store Convention in Cle Elum, Washington in 
June. I can’t think of a better way to finish up my term as 
president of this great seven-state association. 
On the home front, I’m pleased to announce that Aloha Pe-
troleum has been selected as one of the 2014 Best Places to 
Work in Hawaii by Hawaii Business magazine. This award 
is based on an anonymous survey of our employees, and 
being recognized as one of Hawaii’s Best Places to Work 
is a direct reflection of what our employees think about our 
company. It really is a validation of not only how we treat 
our employees but the thought and effort that went into the 
company’s vision, mission, and core values statement. Aloha 
Petroleum’s vision is “Great people, working together, with 
Aloha, to create an extraordinary company.” It’s much more 
than encouraging excellence, integrity, innovation, and col-
laboration; it’s also about aligning passion with purpose in 
our workplace. Developing or refreshing your company’s 
vision, mission, and core values is a lot of work but when it 
comes together, it’s a beautiful thing.

It has been quite a year and I’m 
certainly honored to have been 
your president. I am also proud 
of our many accomplishments. 
WPMA was instrumental in lead-
ing and passing a motion before 
the full national PMAA Board to 
actively urge Congress to fix the 
broken Renewable Fuels Stan-
dard based on WPMA’s resolu-
tion. We made several innovative 
changes to how we do business 
at WPMA, including at our 
national convention, one of the 
most successful and profitable conventions ever! This year 
we instituted paperless board member handbooks for each 
board meeting, which saved more than a few trees. We also 
passed our annual financial audit with flying colors. And we 
are now in the process of updating our WPMA articles of 
incorporation and bylaws. I’m pleased to report that our as-
sociation and each member state association continue to be 
financially strong, productive, and thriving.
Finally, I would like to close by thanking my wife, Susan, 
and daughter, Remy, for their constant support. Throughout 
the year, they have been my counsel and sounding board. I 
would also like to acknowledge HPMA’s board of directors 
for their support during my term: Richard Parry of Aloha 
Petroleum, Kimo Haynes, Mark Leong and Steve Wetter 
of Hawaii and Maui Petroleum, Sayle Hirashima of Mid Pac 
Petroleum, Edsel Eshima of Garlow Petroleum, and Terry 
McBarnet of Maui Oil. 
Our many successes this year would not have been possible 
without the leadership, support, and dedicated service of the 
executive committee of Lary Poulton (Montana), Brad Bell 
(Washington), Rick Reese (Utah), Ron Berry (Idaho), and 
Brett Adams (Idaho), the entire WPMA board of directors, 
as well as the state executives. I would also like to person-
ally thank my committee chairs for their leadership and ser-
vice to the association: Steve Clark (Washington) – Chair, 
Member Services; Bob Coleman (Idaho) – Chair, Member-
ship & Dues; Kary Tonjum (Montana) – Chair, State Presi-
dents and Vice Presidents; Peter Krueger (Nevada) – Chair, 
State Executives; and Ron Berry (Idaho) – Chair, PMAA 
Directors. And, of course, special thanks to Gene Inglesby 
and the entire WPMA staff for their support and hard work 
-- Judith White, Kathy Michaelis, Jamie Wood,  
Christine Nunley, Kimberly White, and Jan Roothoff. 
These are your industry leaders and assist team. We couldn’t 
do it without their help, so please continue to support them!
Aloha!
WPMA President Robert Fung  
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