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2016-17 The Greater the Challenge —The Greater the Victory

 President’s Message

F

Immediate Past President Brad Bell passes the 
gavel to incoming President Rick Reese

The Greater the Challenge — 
The Greater the Victory ...

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to all  
of you that spend your time and funds in supporting your state associations 
as well as WPMA, and our National 2017 WPMAEXPO. WPMA is a premier 
national trade association that assists our seven western states in administering 
their programs, distributing legislative information, and providing convention 
and membership services.

Moving up through the WPMA chairs has truly been an honor for me, and 
a great opportunity to develop lasting relationships throughout our industry. 
Karen and I appreciate this experience. We have been in good hands under 
the leadership of Brad Bell, and I would like to thank Brad for his continued 
service in our association. Brad, you have been a great mentor to me.

Karen and I have been married for 39 years, and we have four children, which 
have in turn blessed our lives with 12 and soon to be 13 grandchildren. We have 
lived all of our married life in the state of Utah, and have enjoyed our relation-
ship with all in the petroleum industry. My career path has taken me through 
many different aspects of our industry, from 19 years spent in the oil refining 
sector to the last 21 years in the petroleum distribution industry, working with 
Kellerstrass Oil Company. I do appreciate Craig and Jacoy Kellerstrass for  
allowing me to be part of the leadership chairs in our association.

As we continue our business navigating through  
political rough waters, we need to be consistent in  
our conservative values which will allow each of our 
state associations to remain strong and independent. 
I would encourage each of you to be active in the 
political arena, and support the values that will grow 
your businesses. If we do not stay connected, we will 
open the door to poor legislation and decisions that 
will directly impact our business and industry as we 
know it today. Again, I encourage each of you to stay 
connected to your state and federal representatives, and 
use our association for information that will assist you 
in this endeavor.

I look forward to meeting many of you this year and 
renewing relationships from the past, in your state 
meetings as well as at our National WPMAEXPO. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime with questions 
or ideas that you feel will improve our association. 
Thank you again for your support.

All the best,

2016-17 WPMA President, Rick Reese 
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