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WWhat an honor to be the 62nd  
president of Western Petroleum  
Marketers Association. As I look over the 
list of the past presidents, I know that I have 
big shoes to fill to maintain and grow what has 
been set in place. I will be calling on many of 
these past presidents and also our very capable 
executive committee, the staff of WPMA and 
especially all of you, the members. We are here 
to serve the association and the members, and 
my phone is always on. My door is always open 
also, so when passing through Malta, Montana, 
please stop.

As I am writing this on the 1st of August, harvest 
is getting started in our area, the County fair 
is this weekend and school is only two weeks 
away. Where did the summer go? We are very 
blessed to live in this great country and have the 
opportunities that we have. We have not had a 
lot of moisture this year, but the crops should be 
average and our livestock producers are seeing 
record prices. We have been fortunate to have 
had several good years of moisture, snow in the 
mountains for irrigating water and decent prices 

for what our customers raise for sale. As you 
can tell, our business is very dependent on the 
agriculture industry. Phillips County, where our 
main office is located, has a population of around 
5,000 in an area of 5,212 square miles, and we 
have one blinking light; none of those three-
color stop lights. It is a great place to do business 
and raise a family.

It is not too early to begin thinking about our 
national convention, to be held February 17th 
through the 19th at the Mirage in Las Vegas. We 
have planned a very entertaining conference, 
with Frank Caliendo for the main speaker. Frank 
is an American comedian and impressionist, best 
known for his work on Fox Network television, 
and as the in-house prognosticator for Fox NFL 
Sunday. We are also finalizing our speakers for 
the management sessions on Tuesday the 17th 
and Thursday morning the 19th. Our first-class 
trade show is shaping up to be one of the best we 
have seen. Make sure to visit as many vendors 
as you can, as these are the people that make 
our convention and association the best in the 
business. There will be more information coming 
out on ways that you can support our Scholar-
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 President’s Message

Immediate Past President Fung passes gavel to incoming President Lary Poulton

Big Shoes to Fill ... 
by WPMA President, Lary Poulton

Presidents Message continued on page 29



Hertz 
In the United States,  
Canada and Internationally
•  10% Discount on Hertz Daily Member Benefit Rate (car classes 

A through F, Compact 2-Door through Full-size 4-Door).

•  10% Discount on Hertz Standard Daily, Weekend, Weekly, and 
Monthly Rates (all car classes).

•  5% or greater Discount on Hertz Leisure Daily, Weekend, 
Weekly and Monthly Rates (all car classes).

These discounts are available at all participating Hertz locations. 
Hertz reserves the right to modify or eliminate these discounts or 
modify the terms of this Agreement. 
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PMAA Membership
The Petroleum Marketers  
Association of America 
(PMAA), which consists of 48 

state and regional associations, is the national trade 
association for oil marketers. Individuals do not be-
long to PMAA directly, but have membership through 
their state or regional organizations, such as the state 
associations within WPMA. Involvement in PMAA is 
as important as involvement in your local association. 
PMAA is our political arm in Washington, D.C., which 
represents and promotes our industry’s concerns be-
fore the U.S. Congress and the various governmental 
regulatory agencies. PMAA is governed by a Board of 
Directors which consists of one individual from each of 
the 48 member associations, along with eight officers. 
All board members have equal status and a single vote, 
regardless of the size of their individual association.

  WPMA_Now

NPP – Access Savings  
on a variety of Products 
Here are some of our  
popular offerings

VerIzoN has the nation’s largest 
and most reliable wireless 4G and 
3G networks.

FASteNAl is the one-stop source for all  
maintenance, repair and construction needs.

exPedIA© is the world’s largest online travel agency, with 
over 140,000 hotels worldwide,  
more than 130 airlines and over 3 million guest reviews.

CrAdlePoINt is the leading provider of 3G  
and 4G network router solutions providing  
business-grade, secure connectivity with mobile broadband 
networks to distributed enterprises, small businesses and  
mobile customers.

Visit www.wpma.com/partners for more details  
on membership benefits

Search – WPMA / Western Petroleum Marketers Association
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 Ladies' Luncheon 
continued from page 12

When researching and thinking about a speaker for this 
event, I couldn’t stop thinking about some valuable 
resources available to me. Our daughter-in-law, Lara 
Poulton, wears many of her own hats. She is an architect 
who excels at design, developing ideas and knowing how 
to implement those ideas in fun and creative ways. She 
will share some wonderful inspirational hat stories and 
anecdotes with us. 

Another “wearer of many hats” is Danni Hill. Danni is a 
shop owner and has been a good friend of mine for many 
years. Danni is amazing at creating innovative ideas, 
displays and events. She will be sharing some interesting 
facts and history of hats we wear.

I look forward to spending some time with you, and if 
you feel inspired to do so, please bring your own hat to 
wear and share. You will be in for some fun, surprises, and 
prizes, but the best part will be getting together, meeting 
new friends, enjoying those you already know, and shar-
ing with each other about the incredible women you are!

Please join us as we celebrate our “Hats Off to the Women 
of WPMA” extravaganza at the WPMA National Conven-
tion, on February 18, 2015, in Las Vegas, Nevada.

ship Foundation. This is a very important side function of 
our association that provides a scholarship to one individual 
from each member state and one from our associate mem-
ber group each year. If you or any of your employees have 
a graduating senior this year, please encourage them to 
complete an application for scholarship by March 1, 2015.

My wife Sue has planned a very entertaining program for 
the ladies at the Ladies’ Luncheon on Wednesday of the 
convention. Her program will be “Hats Off to the Women 
of WPMA.” Be on the lookout for more information, and 
also a special invitation to those that get registered early. 

I would like to close by thanking all of those people that 
have supported me during my time on the State Associa-
tion board and also on the WPMA Executive Committee. 
All of the past presidents have done a great job and set the 
bar high for us to follow. Thank you Sue for supporting 
me and doing a lot of the things that I get the credit for. 
And I want to thank my employees for manning the ship 
so that I have been able to devote time to the Association.

HAVE A GREAT DAY!

Lary Poulton, 2014-15 WPMA President
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