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PETRO POLLY ……. 
Thought the following quotes timely for the “Season”: 
 
“Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it whether it exists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, 
and applying the wrong remedy”.   Ernest Demm 
 
“Politicians are like diapers.  They both need to be changed regularly and for the same reason”. 
Anonymous 
 
As the “Message” won’t be published again until December, some of my own thoughts about the 
upcoming election may be in order.  Montana has many important races in progress, one being 
the hotly contested Senate race with Junior Senator Jon Tester facing off against the sitting 
Congressman, Denny Rehberg. The Montana Senate race is one of three the GOP considers ripe 
for the picking to break the Democrat cloture vote; Nebraska and North Dakota being the other 
two.  The MPMCSA has endorsed Congressman Rehberg and hopes to see the Senator who 
introduced the amendment to repeal the “Durbin” debit card legislation sent home to work on his 
ranch.   With the sole Congressman running against Senator Tester, a new Congressman (or 
woman) will also be elected.  Bozeman businessman and Republican Clair Daines (no past 
political experience) is running against Democrat Kim Gillan, a former long time State legislator.  In 
addition, Montana will be electing a new Governor, as current Governor Brian Schweitzer is 
prohibited by term limits from running again.  That race pits past Congressman Rick Hill against 
sitting and one-term Attorney General, Steve Bullock.  The Association has endorsed Rick Hill.   
So the games have begun in earnest! 
 
BALLOT MEASURES 
As of this writing, several ballot measures have qualified for the November 6th election.  Several 
other petitions for initiatives are pending, but as time grows shorter it becomes harder to collect 
the needed signatures in the number of required districts.  To qualify an initiative or referendum, 
the petition must be signed by at least 5% of the qualified electors in the state at large, including at 
least 5% in each of at least one-third, or 34 of the 100 legislative districts.   As an aside, there are 
also “Constitutional Initiatives” which would amend the Montana Constitution and are harder to 
qualify as they require the petition to be signed by 10% of the qualified electors at large, including 
10% in each of at least two-fifths, or 40 of the 100 legislative districts.  There was not a 
constitutional initiative offered for the 2012 election.  Here is what Montana voters have to 
consider: 
 
Initiative Referendum (IR-124):  In 2004, Montana voters approved I-148, creating a medical 
marijuana program for patients with debilitating medical conditions.  Senate Bill 423, passed by the 
2011 Legislature, repeals I-148 and enacts a new medical marijuana program, which includes: 

1. Permitting patients to grow marijuana or designate a provider; 
2.  Limiting each marijuana provider to three patients; 
3.  Prohibiting marijuana providers from accepting anything of value in exchange for services 

or products; 
4. Granting local governments authority to regulate marijuana providers; 
5. Establishing specific standards for demonstrating chronic pain; 
6. And, reviewing the practices of doctors who certify marijuana use for 25 or more patients in 

a 12-month period. 



If Senate Bill 423 is affirmed by the voters, there will be no fiscal impact because the legislature 
has funded the costs of its implementation.  If Senate Bill 423 is rejected by the voters, there may 
be a small savings to the State. 
 
Initiative (I-166): Another important ballot measure, I-166 declares it is the state’s policy that 
corporations are not human beings with constitutional rights and that money isn’t speech.  The 
nonbinding policy statement also would direct Montana’s congressional delegation to support a 
federal constitutional amendment to nullify the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens United vs. 
Federal Election Commission.  The Citizens United ruling removed previous restrictions preventing 
corporations and unions from making unlimited independent expenditures for or against political 
candidates.  Citing that 2010 precedent, the U.S. Supreme Court last month summarily reversed a 
2011 Montana Supreme Court decision that had upheld the state’s 1912 Corrupt Practices Act.  
That law for a century had banned direct corporate spending in state political campaigns in 
Montana.  Stand with Montanans, the group that spearheaded I-166, met the legal requirement 
with 24,337 signatures of registered Montana voters and obtained the 5% of the voters in 34 of the 
state’s 100 state House districts.  If accepted, the policy will charge Montana elected and 
appointed officials, state and federal, with implementing I-166. 
 
Three legislative referendums (bills approved by the 2011 Legislature to be directed to the general 
election ballot) have qualified as well. 
 
Legislative Referendum No. 120: Would prohibit a physician from performing an abortion on a 
minor under 16 years of age unless a physician notifies a parent or legal guardian at least 48 
hours prior to the procedure.  Notice would not be required if: 

1. There is a medical emergency. 
2.  It is waived by a youth court in a sealed proceeding. 
3.  It is waived by the parent or legal guardian. 

 
Legislative Referendum No. 121: Would prohibit providing state services to people who are not 
U.S. citizens and who have unlawfully entered or unlawfully remained in the United States.  Under 
LR-121, every individual seeking a state service, such as applying for any state licenses, state 
employment, unemployment or disability benefits, or aid for university students, must provide 
evidence of U.S. citizenship or lawful alien status, and/or have their status verified through federal 
databases.  State agencies must notify the U.S. Department of Homeland Security of noncitizens 
who have unlawfully entered or remained in the U.S. and who have applied for state services. 
 
Legislative Referendum No. 122: Would prohibit state and federal governments from requiring the 
purchase of health insurance or imposing any penalty, tax, fee or fine on those who do not 
purchase health insurance.  The prohibition does not apply to: 

1. A court which orders the purchase of insurance when an individual or entity is a named 
party in a judicial dispute; 

2. The state Department of Public Health and Human Services as a part of a child support 
enforcement action; 

3. Or, the Montana university system as a requirement for students. 
 
 
 
 


