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PETRO POLLY’s Christmas Message 
 
             ”Politically Correct Santa” 
“Twas the night before Christmas and Santa’s a wreck….. 
How to live in a world that’s politically correct? 

His workers no longer would answer to “Elves,” 
“Vertically Challenged” they were calling themselves. 

Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety, 
Released to the wilds by the Humane Society. 

And equal employment had made it quite clear 
That Santa had better not use just reindeer. 

So Dancer, and Donner, Comet and Cupid, 
Were replaced with 4 pigs, and you know that looked stupid! 

The runners had been removed from his sleigh; 
The ruts were termed dangerous by the E.P.A. 

Second-hand smoke from his pipe had his workers quite frightened. 
His fur trimmed red suit was called “Unenlightened.” 

And as for the gifts, why..he’d ne’er had a notion 
That making a choice could cause so much commotion. 

Nothing of leather, nothing of fur, 
Which meant nothing for him. And nothing for her. 

Nothing that might be construed to pollute. 
Nothing to aim.  Nothing to shoot. 

Nothing that clamored or made lots of noise. 
Nothing for just girls.  Or just for the boys. 

No baseball, no football…someone could get hurt; 
Besides, playing sports exposed kids to dirt. 

So Santa just stood there, disheveled, perplexed; 
He just could not figure out what to do next. 

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground; 
Nothing fully acceptable was to be found. 

Something special was needed, a gift that he might 
Give to all without angering the left or the right. 

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision, 
Each group of people, every religion. 

Every ethnicity, every hue, 
Everyone everywhere….even you. 

So here is that gift, its price beyond worth… 



“May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on Earth.” 
Writer unknown…. 
 
As you are reading this publication the MPMCSA is beginning preparations for the 2013 
Legislative Session that kicks off January 7th.   A large part of those preparations is centered on a 
series of pre-legislative meetings that we host with our elected officials in seven different areas of 
the State.  Those begin December 4th, so it’s quite likely as you read this that we have begun!  As 
we can’t report on election results due to the magazine’s deadline let’s hope we’re happy with the 
outcome.  But even if we’re not, we will be as prepared as possible for the four month-long ordeal 
ahead. 
 
ABOVEGROUND STORAGE TANKS 
At this writing we know the Association will be presenting a bill that sets a standard for 
aboveground storage tank eligibility to the Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund by 
requiring compliance inspections and in essence, “registration”.  In order to be eligible to receive 
compensation for environmental problems, tank owners will have to submit an inspection report to 
the “Petro Board” certifying they are in compliance with all applicable laws/rules in order to be 
eligible.  Those specific items of compliance are listed in the Board’s rules.  This is an “opt-in” 
program, meaning if aboveground tank owners desire to have Fund coverage they will need to 
treat their tanks in the same manner as USTs by obtaining a three-year compliance inspection and 
remitting those inspections to the Board.  The planned effective date of implementation will be 
December 31, 2014.   In promoting this legislation we are accomplishing two things: one, to level 
the playing field for both types of tanks and two, continuing as good stewards in protecting the 
Funds financial liability.   
 
WHAT HAVE WE DONE FOR YOU LATELY 
It’s true that in this business of nonprofit management (or NFL football…) you are only as good as 
your continued proof to your audience that you have “worth”…or to say it another way, “provided a 
cost benefit,” or exhibiting in some way a WIN.   We believe that recent efforts to repeal an 
onerous UST rule will result in one of those wins.  Several years ago the industry opposed efforts 
by the Department of Environmental Quality to enforce a rule that requires cathodic protection on 
vent lines and fill lines that rarely if ever contain product.  (This rule was adopted in the late ‘80s 
and is more stringent than what EPA requirements are.)  At that time the Department agreed to 
grant variances of 5 to 15 years to delay implementation.  Most of those variances have now 
expired and tank owners are faced with, on average, a $2500 cost to install corrosion protection 
on a piece of equipment that does not present an environmental concern.  The Association has 
written to the Underground Storage Tank Division asking again for the rule to be repealed or 
modified, as this requirement provides no environmental or economic benefit.  Rather it is another 
useless financial burden on tank owners.   The Department has committed to us that the rule 
repeal is underway.  In making the decision to ask for repeal, the Board is fully aware that some 
marketers have, over the past few years, installed cathodic protection on these parts of their tank 
systems and used resources to do so.  After discussion, the Board believes that repealing the rule 
is the right thing to do, by eliminating the requirement from future upgrades and new tank 
installations.   So….the Association has provided a “WIN” to its members and perhaps an early 
Christmas present! 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


