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continued on page 51

27 days of government spending paid for by bor-
rowing. As the economic recovery continues, the 
growth in individual incomes and corporate profits 
will increase tax revenues and push Tax Freedom 
Day ever later in the year. The latest ever Tax Free-
dom Day was May 1, 2000 – meaning Americans 
paid 33.0% of their total income in taxes. A century 
earlier, in 1900, Americans paid only 5.9% of their 
income in taxes, meaning Tax Freedom Day came 
on January 22. 

Tax Freedom Day is a vivid calendar-based illustra-
tion of government’s cost, and it gives Americans 
an easy way to gauge the overall tax take. Con-
ceived by Florida businessman Dallas Hostetler 
in 1948, he deeded the concept to the national Tax 
Foundation upon his retirement in 1971. In 1990 
sufficient data became available to calculate a sepa-
rate Tax Freedom Day for each state. 

The total tax burden borne by residents of different 
states varies considerably, not only due to differ-
ing state tax policies, but also because of the steep 
progressivity of the federal tax system. This means 
higher-income states celebrate Tax Freedom Day 
later; Connecticut (May 5) New Jersey (May 1) and 
New York (May 1) residents face a significantly 
higher total federal tax burden than lower income 
states. Residents of Tennessee will bear the lowest 
average tax burden in 2012, with Tax Freedom Day 
arriving for them on March 31. As you will see in 
the diagram, Montana ranks 21st for this year’s Tax 
Freedom Day of April 15. (Source: Tax Founda-
tion-April 2012)

MONTANA POLICY INSTITUTE

Relating to the other thought in Polly’s message of 
“over-much government …,” located in Bozeman, 
the Montana Policy Institute is a free market think 
tank focused on Montana issues and Montana solu-
tions. They are a 501c(3), tax exempt organization 
dedicated to providing information and ideas to 
Montana citizens and policy makers. The Insti-
tute seeks to broaden the debate beyond 
looking to government for solutions 
to state challenges, and to make 
state and local government more 
accountable to the people 
they serve. MPI’s goal is to 
become the premier resource 
for free market, individual 
freedom educational and 
information products. As 
stated in their mission, MPI 
will equip Montana citizens 
and decision makers to argue 
for policies that are based upon a 
respect for individual freedom, an 
expectation of individual responsibil-
ity, and the notion that government should 
be the avenue of last rather than first resort.

The MPI has published a very interesting and often 
“entertaining” pamphlet, “Montana Pork Report.” 
One of the chapters entitled, “Government now the 
No. 1 Employer in Montana” demonstrated what 
this reader believes is a frightening trend. Trade, 
Transportation and Utilities, along with govern-
ment, are by far the largest employers in the state. 

PPETRO POLLY

… found this excerpt from a 1931 bulletin pub-
lished by the Montana Taxpayers Association: 
“The partial confiscation of property by 
taxation is not a twentieth century situa-
tion, but rather a condition existing since the 
beginning of time. Biblical history teaches us 
taxation ruined the children of Israel and so 
on down through the pages of history mighty 
dynasties have fallen because of excessive 
taxes and over-much government. There is 
not a single exception to this historical fact. 
Our governments, federal, state, county and 
city, have been built up and expanded by 
politicians wishing to comply with the every-
constant urging of taxing beneficiaries.”

TAX FREEDOM DAY

Illustrating Petro 
Polly’s Summer 
message ... Tax 
Freedom Day 
arrived on April 
17 this year, four 
days later than last 
year due to higher 
federal income 
and corporate tax 
collections. That 
means Americans 
worked 107 days 
into this year, from 
January 1 to April 
17 to earn enough 
money to pay this 
year’s combined 
29.2% federal, 
state, and local tax 
bill. If the federal 
government raised 
taxes enough to 
close the budget 
deficit – an ad-
ditional $1.014 
trillion - Tax Free-
dom Day would 
come on May 14 
instead of April 
17, an additional 

•	 	And	speaking	of	automated	attendants, are you as frustrat-
ed as I am with the “voice recognition” machines? OMG! They 
seldom recognize anything I’m saying. 
I personally don’t think there is a generational issue out there. 

•	 	When	I	am	having	trouble	on the phone with an accent 
from another country, what I tell them is a far cry from what 
I’m actually thinking. (The old “if you can’t say something 
nice, don’t say anything at all.”) 

•	 	I	can’t	get	my	teeth	cleaned	without the gas that puts me out. 
•	 	Why	do	people	put	“I’ll call you back as soon as possible” 

on their voice mail message and then don’t? 
•	 	If	chocolate	only came in milk chocolate I’d be so thin. 
•	 	Am	I	the	only	one	who dislikes it when the person helping 

me on the phone (or in person) is chomping on gum? 
•	 	I	really	wanted	to	meet	Johnny Carson and Johnny Cash. 
•	 	When	you	call	to sell me something, why don’t you ever ask 

if it’s an OK time to talk? 
•	 	Ladies	Only:	When my mate/partner/whatever tells me I look 

“fine,” why doesn’t that sound good enough? 
•	 	Why	don’t	people	know	the difference between their, there 

and they’re; and, you’re and your? 
•	 	Why	don’t	some	people	wash their hands when leaving the 

restroom? Don’t you just want to yell out, “Hey come back; you 
forgot to wash your hands”? 

•	 	I	wonder	why	owners and managers don’t call their own 
companies to see how their customers are handled. 

•	 	Men	Only:	What’s with the not asking for directions? Who 
started that one? That’s sad. You’d get there twice as fast if 
you’d ask. 

•	 	Why	do	they	ask,	“Can I take a message” and you say, 
“Yes” and start talking and they say, “Wait, I gotta get a  
pencil.” Duh! 

•	 	If	you	haven’t	seen	Jersey Boys yet, add it to your wanna 
do list. Great show! 

•	 	Do	you	agree	with	me?	Common sense isn’t so common. 
•	 	Why	don’t	people	send handwritten thank you notes anymore? 
•	 	How	come	no	one	ever thinks ‘they’ are rude? 
•	 	Why	don’t	you	leave your phone number TWICE and 

SLOWLY on voice mail instead of rattling through it? 
•	 	I	miss	Simon on American Idol. 
•	 	Are	you	noticing	it’s not just the kids who walk and text and 

don’t look where they’re going? The big folks are just as guilty. 

OK - that’s enough for now. What’s your random thought? 
Send it to me at press@telephonedoctor.com. I’d like to hear it.

Telephone doCTor:  
Scattered Intermittent Random Thoughts continued from page 44

Side Note:  
Montana Scholarship  

winner Breanna Barnes  
of Whitefish was  
congratulated by    

MPM&CSA Vice President 
Kary Tonjum from Kalispell


