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***HIGH IMPORTANCE*** 
  
To IPM&CSA Members, 
  
On March 13, 2020, Governor Little declared a state of emergency to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.  Under Idaho statute, during times of a declared 
emergency, businesses may not sell consumer fuel at an exorbitant or excessive 
price.  An exorbitant or excessive price is determined, in part, by comparison 
between the wholesale price and selling price of the fuel before, during and after 
the emergency; the additional costs of doing business during the state of 
emergency and the duration of the emergency declaration.  Mr. Lawerence 
Wasden, as the Attorney General, may initiate an investigation to determine 
whether price gouging is occurring in Idaho if there is a reasonable basis to do 
so. 
  
While most Idahoans are working from home, and schools around the state are 
closed as part of Governor Little’s shelter-in-place executive order, essential 
employees and businesses are actually seeing a break at the gas pump. 
According to GasBuddy.com, the average price per gallon in Idaho is roughly 
$2.15 with some parts of the state seeing prices under $2.00.  
  
Despite decreasing gas prices throughout the state of Idaho, it has come to the 
Executive Board’s attention that some IPM&CSA Members have or may be 
receiving a Civil Investigative Demand (“CID”) from Idaho Attorney General 
Wasden’s Office. 
  
The CID is the start of the Attorney General’s investigation into price gouging.  
Generally, it requests significant amounts of information, including daily retail 
sales volume of gas, pricing information, margins, identifying suppliers, the 
amounts suppliers charge, and more.  The one you may receive may be 
different.  A response is required within 20 days of receipt. 
  
Much of the information requested by the CID constitutes trade secrets, and any 
document submitted in response would potentially be subject to the Idaho Public 
Records Act.  Most important, depending on the Attorney General’s findings, 
Members may be subject to sanctions, injunctive relief, civil penalties 
and be responsible for the costs and expenses surrounding the Attorney 
General’s investigation.    
  
We at IPM&CSA have retained legal representation to help our Members with 
initial questions regarding the Attorney General’s authority to investigate price 
gouging.  Above all, if you receive a CID, please contact the IPM&CSA 
immediately.   We can help.    

 


