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IDAHO �Petroleum Marketers & Convenience Store Association Report

Suzanne Budge 
IPM&CSA Executive Director

IPM&CSA Legislative Update 
Idaho Members Meet for Legislative Update in Las Vegas  

– February 20, 2024
Thanks for joining us in Las Vegas to 
catch up with the goings on at the Idaho State-
house. Always a great time to connect, our Idaho 
member meeting is the perfect opportunity to 
gather the troops, share information, and get 
engaged on any issues of importance when the 
Idaho legislature is in session. This year the 
topic was tobacco, underground storage tanks, 
elections and a smattering of the usual legislative 
issues….taxes, unemployment insurance, and 
licensing. And 2024 is an election year, so the 
upcoming Idaho Primary Election is also a thing. 

Our 2024 Idaho meeting focused on tobacco leg-
islation that raised concerns with our members 
who voted on the spot to oppose, thus proving 
the value of members gathering in Las Vegas. 
We know you want to be walking the trade show 
floor, meeting with suppliers and networking 
with friends and business associates, but our 
members drive what we do at the Idaho State-
house, and we need to hear from you. Thanks to 
everyone who took time out of their schedules, 
absorbed a busy agenda of legislative issues, 
provided guidance on key bills, and opened their 
pockets to support the EMA PAC. Thanks to one 
and all for joining us. 

2024 Idaho Legislature – Overview
The biggest issues of the 2024 legislative 
session included Governor Little’s priorities 
for education: Providing resources for school 
facilities (H521) and continuing his signature 
“LAUNCH” program to fund qualifying high 
school seniors to go on the higher education 
and career programs. IPM&CSA supported the 
original program in 2023 to support workforce 
shortages that impact our industry such as truck 
drivers. Except for IPM&CSA’s opposition to 
S1366, a new program to regulate vaping at the 
state level (see below for details), this session 
was dominated by legislative matters that did 
not have a direct impact on our industry. This is 
almost always a good thing. 

The pivot to the May 21 Primary election 
focused the attention of all 105 legislators as 
they look to the future of their political careers. 
The March filing period saw 275 candidates file, 
putting many districts in play during the Primary, 
and for most of these, this is the election that 

will determine the outcome, and will set the state 
for the 2025 Legislation session. 

IPM&CSA Legislative Agenda
Priority Issues – Tobacco & Vaping Products  
– Can Idaho do it better than the Feds? 

We were hoping for a quiet session leading into 
the next election cycle, but it didn’t work out 
that way. 

We didn’t ask for this, but our priority issue in 
2024 related to vaping products, and whether the 
State of Idaho should create its own regulatory 
& enforcement program governing vape prod-
ucts. The bill proposed, S1366, put us at odds 
with those we typically link arms with to fend 
off unwelcome taxes, fees, and regulation. This 
year it was different, when tobacco manufactur-
ers brought S1366, based on language they were 
promoting in statehouses across the U.S. The 
bill, as drafted, raised serious concerns among 
our members. S1366 would have created a vape 
registry in the Idaho Department of Health & 
Welfare, likely causing numerous headaches for 
retailers. Could it be implemented? How much 
would it cost? Can retailers reasonably comply? 
And should Idaho manage & enforce yet another 
federal program? 

The bill muddied the water with federal agen-
cies and their ongoing approvals & regulations 
of vape products 
by inserting the 
State of Idaho 
into the process. 
Fees & penalties 
were excessive, 
exceeding those 
for selling to 
minors, and the 
burden imposed 
on retailers for 
reporting and re-
moving products 
would have been 
onerous and dif-
ficult to comply 
with. Adding 
insult to injury, 
Idaho would 
have been put at 
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a competitive disadvantage with bordering states. IPM&CSA and 
our members strongly opposed S1366, and after an intense lobby-
ing campaign which put us at odds with tobacco manufacturers, 
the bill did not get a hearing in the Senate State Affairs committee. 

This presented a complicated, controversial, and divisive issue 
within our industry and one which put our members in an unten-
able position in the evolving marketplace of new products. The 
federal regulatory arena governing tobacco and vaping products is 
vast, expensive, and highly bureaucratic, and it will ultimately be 
the final authority governing these products. Why insert Idaho into 
that process? In the end, legislators agreed. 

A Summary of  
IPM&CSA Legislative Issues in 2024

Retail / Tobacco 
S1366 �– Vape Registry Created / No Hearing – Held in Senate 

State Affairs (IPM&CSA Opposed)

H440 �– Vape Penalties – sale or distribution to minors / No hear-
ing – Held in House Jud & Rules (IPM&CSA Opposed)

Taxes 
H521 �– Governor’s School facilities funding (includes income and 

property tax provisions) Passed the House 61-6-3, Passed 
the Senate 23-11-1, Signed by the Governor – LAW – (Ret-
roactive to 1-1-24) (IPM&CSA Supported)

H534 �– Fuels Tax – Commercial electric vehicles / No hearing – 
Held in House Transportation

Environmental 
DEQ �– UST Rule-Making for Clean up Standards / Risk Based 

Corrective Action Rules IDAPA 58.01.24, Rules for  
Petroleum Release Corrective Action

Employment 
H428 �– Unemployment Insurance – Multiplier Reduced Passed 

House 69-1, Passed Senate 35-0, Signed by the Governor, 
LAW (Retroactive to 1-1-24) (IPM&CSA Supported)

H558 �– Unemployment Insurance – weekly benefits reduced, 
Held in House Commerce 

H686 �– Unemployment Insurance  
– work search requirements, Passed House 57-10-3,  
Passed Seante 29-3-3, Signed by the Governor,  
LAW (Effective 7.1.24) (IPM&CSA Supported)

Transportation / Vehicles / EVs 
H414 �– CDL Renewal terms, online fees, drug and alcohol  

clearinghouse, Passed House 69-1, Passed Senate 35-0, 
Signed by Governor, LAW (Effective 7-1-24)  
(IPM&CSA Supported)

H534 �– Creates a definition of “electric fuel” for commercial ve-
hicles in Idaho, (No hearing, Held in House Transportation)

Education & Energy 
H669 �– Prohibits large financial institutions from discriminating 

against customers based on their political or religious view. 

NOTE – IPM&CSA Priority Bills are Shown in Red. 

State Regulatory Issues 
- DEQ Proposes to Update Underground Storage 

Tank Clean-Up Standards
DEQ proposes an update to the rules governing underground  
storage tank (UST) standards. This change would replace the 
Idaho program for modeling and guiding UST clean ups with  
the EPA program, which is used in many states and familiar to  
the those in the clean up business.  
It’s complicated, data driven,  
and relies on technical expertise. 
We appreciate member compa-
nies sending their specialists to 
attend. The process involves a 
series of rule-making meetings. 
IPM&CSA and PSTF will 
participate in these meetings 
and work to arrive at common 
ground with the agency.  
The rule, once proposed,  
will be published in the 
Idaho Administrative  
Bulletin, and go before 
 the 2025 legislature for 
review and approval. 

Here is a link  
to more information: 
Petroleum Release Corrective Action: Docket No. 58-0124-2401 
https://www.deq.idaho.gov/petroleum-release-corrective-action-
docket-no-58-0124-2401/

UP NEXT 
– Elections: Hold that Date  

for Idaho’s Primary Elections. 
	 Put May 21 on your calendar and plan 

to vote! You can vote early, by mail or in 
person on election day, but the critical 

thing is to get out and vote. Idaho’s 
2024 election cycle is all about 
the legislature – all 35 legislative 
districts and all 105 seats. All are 
in play, and in Idaho, the Primary 
matters the most in many legisla-

tive districts, so don’t wait around 
until November. Your vote may just 

matter most in May. There are  
	 plenty of contests this cycle 

– rematches, grudge matches, and all-out 
food fights in some districts. But as we know, 

elections matter and IPM&CSA will be using our hard-earned 
PAC dollars to help candidates who understand and support our 
industry. We appreciate your support of our PAC through our an-
nual golf tournament, and your knowledge of communities and 
legislative districts where you do business. Please help us help our 
state and our industry. GO VOTE. 
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ANNUAL CONVENTION  
August 7-9, 2024  

at Coeur d’Alene Resort
IPM&CSA Convention  

and Trade Show – Agenda
✓ �Get your room and register now! Get your room now at the 

Coeur d’Alene Resort. Our room block always fills up early for 
our annual event, so be sure to get your spot reserved early.   
Book hotel and register online for the IPM&CSA convention at 
 http://www.wpma.com/idaho. 

✓ �Your favorite activities  
– Shooting/Golf/Socializing and Networking

✓ �Our signature event  
– Dinner with Silent and Live Auctions

✓ �August 7 Board Meeting at the Coeur d’Alene Resort in  
conjunction with the Annual Convention. Member company 
representatives and guests are welcome to attend.  
 
		�  Member Meeting Features Industry Trends,  

Business Advice, and Emerging Issues,. 
with featured Speakers and Topics that include: 
Energy Transitions: Aspirations & Realities  
– Mark Nechodom,  
   Western States Petroleum Association 
Idaho’s Economic Frontier: Opportunities &  
Challenges Ahead – Robert Spendlove, Zions Bank 
Disaster Planning, Preparing for the Unexpected  
 – Federated Insurance 
Protecting Your Bottom Line from Theft  
– Tony Pittz, Idaho Lottery

Other Upcoming 
Event Reminders 

Energy Marketers of America 
(EMA) DAY ON THE HILL  
Washington D.C. May 15-17, 2024  
– Mayflower Hotel  
	 1127 Connecticut Ave. NW  
	 WDC 20036  
– EMA Board Meeting and  
	 Day on the Hill. 

PAC GOLF TOURNAMENTS  
Watch your email and WPMA  
Website for events in the  
– Magic Valley in June/July,  
   �and the Teton Valley in  

August/September.
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