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Vote Yes, Pay Less:
Article by Donna Gordan Blankenship 

Washington voters are favoring  
anti-tax initiatives. The slogan 
on Initiatives is “Vote Yes, Pay Less,” 
meaning, if you vote YES on the 3 

(maybe 4) initiatives on the November  
ballot, consumers will save money through  
the repeal of costly “taxes” in Washington.

More than 40% of voters told the Cas-
cade PBS/Elway Poll they would like to 
repeal WA’s new capital gains tax as well 
as its carbon cap-and-invest system. 

The three tax initiatives destined for 
Washington’s November ballot are popu-
lar with voters, according to the results of 
a new Cascade PBS/Elway Poll.

None of the proposals – to repeal the 
capital gains tax, to kill the cap-and-invest carbon pricing system, 
and to make the long-term care insurance program optional – 
gathered support from a majority of voters in the May 13-16 poll. 
But two of them got pretty close. 

Of the voters polled on the 
language of the three initiatives 
funded by hedge fund CEO 
Brian Heywood, 41% said they 
would likely vote yes to prohibit 
state agencies from imposing 
any type of carbon tax program, 
31% would vote no (to keep the 
cap-and-invest program) and 28% 
said they were undecided. Those 
numbers changed slightly – 43% 
to repeal, 34% to keep the pro-
gram and 23% undecided – when 
the poll asked a second question 
that explained some pro and con 
arguments for each position.

Asked about the capital gains tax, 
47% said they would vote yes 
to repeal, 36% would vote no, 
and 17% were undecided. Asked 
again after the poll outlined some 
pros and cons, only 40% of voters were in favor of the initiative, 
41% wanted to keep the new tax and 19% were undecided.

Of the voters polled on the state’s new long-term care insurance 
program, 47% said they wanted to repeal it, 25% were against the 
initiative and 28% were undecided. The numbers were mostly the 
same after the pro and con arguments were offered, with 45% for, 
27% against and 27% undecided.

Pollster Stuart Elway notes that it’s very difficult to predict  
how people will vote on initiatives six months before an elec-
tion, but history gives him some clues. “Most initiatives, not all 
of them, tend to poll well at the beginning of the cycle and lose 
ground over the campaign,” Elway said. “I would expect these 
numbers to shift.”

This latest Cascade PBS/Elway Poll surveyed 403 registered 
voters statewide by land line, cell phone and via text to online 
survey. The poll has a 5% margin of error with a 95% level of 
confidence, which means if the survey had been repeated 100 
times, the results would be within five percentage points of these 
results at least 95% of the time.

One of the things you can’t tell from these results is whether 
voters understand that a vote for the initiatives would actually be 
a vote against these taxes. Voters can easily be confused by initia-
tives to repeal earlier legislation because a yes vote is actually a 
rejection instead of an affirmation. And the campaigns for and 
against the proposals are just beginning, so feelings may change 

as people learn more about the 
potential impact of their vote.

Patricia Kienholz, a Republi-
can voter from Spokane who 
participated in the poll, said she 
has not decided how to vote 
on the initiatives because she 
hasn’t yet done her homework. 
Although she only votes for 
Republican candidates, she is 
more flexible about tax policy.

“I’m not opposed to all tax 
increases. It just depends on 
what it is,” Kienholz said, 
noting that she is particularly 
ambivalent on the capital gains 
tax. She raised two children 
as a single mom and benefited 
from some state programs, so 
she understands the need to 
fund the state government.

“I’m a Republican, but I’m a social scientist. I recognize the 
validity of social support and entitlements,” she said.
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This early polling, six months before the election, will likely 
make supporters of the new taxes and many in the state Legisla-
ture nervous. The state’s new cap-and-invest system has brought 
more than $2 billion into the state budget since the first auction in 
February 2023, and the capital gains tax fed another $890 million 
to the budget during its first year in 2023.

The Legislature, which is required to spend most cap-and-invest 
income on environmental initiatives, has allocated some of the 
money toward buying electric school buses, helping utilities 
transition to cleaner energy, building hybrid electric ferries and 
giving some utility customers a rebate.

The first $500 million collected from the capital gains tax each 
year is reserved for a state fund that pays for K-12 education and 
child care programs. The additional dollars are then expected to go 
into a state account that pays for school construction.

Washington’s long-term care insurance program, WA Cares, 
has been somewhat unpopular since its inception. The program 
provides eligible Washingtonians with up to $36,500 per person, 
per lifetime to help pay for nursing care and other services they 
may need as they age. But many workers have opted out of 
the 0.58% tax on their paychecks since the program went into 
effect in July 2023. Supporters say making the program entirely 
optional may kill it, as the insurance business model depends on 
contributors to share the cost of outlays. 

Election Year for Governor, House and Senate: 
Change is possible this year in Washington State, as the perfect 
storm for reform is brewing. With I-2117 threatening to repeal the 
Climate Commitment Act, a strong republican Gubernatorial can-
didate with Dave Reichert, and legislative races threatening to take 
traditionally democratic strongholds – we may be in a position to 
have “balance” in Washington. 

Please remember to vote your heart and encourage all of your em-
ployees to go to the polls. Their vote does count in a pivotal year 
such as this one. Remember on the Initiatives, “Vote Yes Pay Less.” 

Whistleblower  
on Cost of Climate Policies  

Gets His Day In Court:
Article by: James Freeman, WSJ
Accountability may finally arrive for Governor  
Inslee over his green policies. Last year this column noted 
that the whoppers told by Gov. Jay Inslee (D., Wash.) to sell his 
climate agenda were being exposed by spiking gasoline prices. 
Now a legal reckoning may be on the way. In early 2023, as Team 
Inslee continued to peddle bogus claims of a cheap transition 
to the governor’s “cap-and-invest” system, a state government 
economist was warning officials that prices at the pump were 
about to surge. The economist now says that officials did worse 
than ignore him.

Susannah Frame reports for Seattle’s NBC affiliate KING-TV: 
A whistleblower lawsuit against the Washington State Department 
of Transportation will proceed, according to a Washington judge’s 
ruling on June 21.

In March, a former state economist filed a lawsuit against 
his former employer, the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT), the governor’s office and its budget 
wing, the Office of Financial Management (OFM), for allegedly 
retaliating against him for refusing to keep quiet about his 
economic forecast on the state’s gas price…

Last year Ms. Frame reported for KING-TV: 
For the last five years, Scott Smith of Tumwater was a transporta-
tion planner for the Washington State Department of Transporta-
tion (WSDOT). He was the primary WSDOT employee tasked 
with forecasting fuel consumption, pricing and revenues from gas 
taxes and fees. After 35 years working as a public sector econo-
mist, Smith said his career was ruined for his refusal to lie about 
how a new state policy, according to his mathematical calculations 
in early 2023, would jack up prices at the pump by 45 to 50 cents 
per gallon. He said the retaliation and pressure were so great he 
felt forced to resign.

When gas prices surged, did the governor admit fault, say that 
he should have listened to people warning about consumer pain 
and urge repeal of his costly disaster? No, Mr. Inslee went out in 
public and railed against corporate “greed.”

Back at the office, the governor should have been giving Mr. 
Smith a promotion. If Mr. Smith’s complaint is accurate, the Inslee 
administration’s treatment of him was essentially the opposite.

Team Inslee might have thought they had put a lid on this issue 
last month. Isabella Breda reported for the Seattle Times:

An investigation conducted by a law firm on behalf of the state 
Department of Transportation has found no merit to most of the 
claims made by a former economist for the agency who alleged 
he was forced out of his job for “refusing to violate state law and 
lie” about how he believed the state’s carbon-pricing program was 
affecting gas prices.

But Ms. Breda also reported: 
The report acknowledges that some of the individuals who were 
requested to be interviewed declined to do so, and “it is unknown 
whether any information they could have provided would have 
changed any of the findings in this investigation.”

The court should allow the public to hear from them now. 
Such testimony would be especially welcome and timely because 
a November ballot initiative will give Evergreen State voters a 
chance to repeal the Inslee climate program.

Raise the Paddle:
For a second year, we incorporated a Raise the Pad-
dle fundraiser for our State PAC fund, and were able to raise 
$43,200 this year at the Convention. While this may sound like 
an outstanding number, and it is, it’s still not enough. We need 
everyone in our membership to participate, support and contribute 
to our PAC fund so we can be prepared to financially push back on 
bad policy. If you did not raise your paddle at the Convention, and 
want to do your part, please contact Lea McCullough. We promise 
to make sure your dollars are put to good use. 
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2024 State Report         

If you didn’t get to attend the 2024 Convention this year, you 
really missed out. From outstanding general business session speakers, to 
evening entertainment and a sold out golf tournament, The Washington 
Energy and C-Store Convention continues to be a well-attended event. 
Over 230 marketer and associate members were in attendance and cre-
ated a petro-family bond that you can only get at these kinds of events. 

Please plan to join us at the 2025 Washington Energy and C-Store  
Convention at the Davenport Grand in Spokane, WA from June 16-18, 
2025! The Convention Committee is already strategizing a solid plan  
to make it a fantastic year. 

Join us 

in 2025
  

at

S

20242024
JUNE 
JUNE 17-19

17-19

Highlights ... in Suncadia, Washington

Upcoming 2025 Convention 
in Spokane, WA


