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State Report

2025 Convention  
— A Tremendous Win in Spokane

Our 2025 Convention at The Davenport 
Grand in Spokane was a resounding 
success. The change of venue injected fresh 
energy into our annual gathering and resulted in a 
profitable year for the association. Feedback from 
participant surveys made it clear: the Spokane 
location resonated. Attendees particularly loved 
the atmosphere, local charm, and convenience — 
fueling our excitement to return in 2027.

A standout moment was our General 
Business session, where industry 
innovator Ernie Harker delivered an 
enlightening talk on leveraging AI 
in business operations. Following 
that, a high-profile three-member 
panel featuring Todd Myers, Brian 

Haywood, and 
Brandi Kruse 
brought both 
insight and inspi-
ration — earning 
praise and applause 
from attendees. 

Save the Date: 2026 at Suncadia Lodge  
(Cle Elum)

We’re thrilled to announce that the 2026 Conven-
tion will once again be held at Suncadia Lodge in 
beautiful Cle Elum. The Lodge is undergoing a 
comprehensive refresh, and we anticipate that all 
rooms will boast updated décor and amenities by 
spring. Nestled adjacent to The Lodge, Suncadia 
Social — a brand-new retail and dining village — 
is scheduled to open in summer 2026, adding even 
more vibrancy to the resort experience.

Here’s what’s coming:
• �A dynamic retail village spread over 11 acres, 

featuring 16,500 square feet of space anchored by 
Roslyn Grocery, offering fresh produce, artisan 
baked goods, and even a mini teaching kitchen.

• �A rich mix of regional shops and eateries  
including G.H. Pasta & Pizza, A General 
Harvest Restaurant, Cutter’s Point Coffee, 
Out West Trading Co., Hive HomeGoods, and 
Alluvium Cellars.

This means our 2026 convention attendees will 
enjoy upgraded lodgings and the brand-new ame-
nities of Suncadia Social—a top-tier experience 
for both business and leisure.

Save the Date: 
2025 Holiday Party —  

December 11th at Top Golf, Renton, WA
Get ready for holiday fun — our 2025  
Holiday Party returns to Top Golf on December 
11th! We’ll enjoy the same energetic venue, but 
would love to spice things up this year. Have  
creative or festive ideas? Reach out to Lea  
McCullough — we’re all ears for fresh,  
memorable touches!

Warm Welcome  
to Our New Board Members

Please join us in welcoming our two new 
board members:

• �Jeff Folkins, Eljay Oil (Spokane)

• �Dustin Nelson, Nelson Reisner Distributors 
(Anacortes)

We’re delighted to have fresh perspectives and 
valuable expertise joining our leadership circle. 
We look forward to seeing the contributions 
they’ll bring.

Announcing Our New Executive Committee
Our updated Executive Committee reflects strong 
leadership across the state and industry:

• �President: Jarrod Franson

• �Vice President: Ian Coleman

• �Second Vice President: John Hancock

• �Past President: Travis Coulter

• �EMA State Director / Western Region EMA 
Director: Steve Clark

• �WPMA Representatives:  
Todd Shaw and Steve Snider

Washington State takes pride in having such high-
caliber professionals contributing in these key 
roles—both within our association and in regional 
leadership.
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