
 
 
 
2021 WPMAEXPO CANCELLED 
WPMA regrets to inform you that the 2021 WPMAEXPO has been cancelled. This decision was not an easy one. Due to 
the latest mandated restrictions in Nevada limiting gatherings as well as concern for the safety of our participants, we are 
unable to go forward with the convention. We know this is very disappointing for our attendees, exhibitors, sponsors and 
industry partners. 
 
No other interaction is as effective as face-to-face meetings to create relationships, share ideas, build loyalty, and 
communicate. Due to the limitations created by virtual interactions we have chosen to focus on bringing you an 
exceptional face-to-face show in 2022, and not hold the event virtually. 
 
We will be reaching out to those participants already registered for the event to begin the refund process. If you booked 
your room through the WPMA room block at The Mirage, your room will automatically be cancelled and refunded. 
 
Thank you for your patience and continued participation with WPMA. You are what makes us successful. 
 
NEWS ABOUT THE WPMA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM! 
In 2021, WPMA welcomes the Oregon Fuels Association as it joins the state associations of Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Washington to participate in the WPMA scholarship program.  Annually in May, one 
scholarship with a benefit up to $4,000 is awarded in each state to a child of a WPMA marketer member company 
employee. One scholarship is also available to children of Associate members.  Scholarships may be used for either a 
college/university or vocational/technical school. 
 
An applicant for the WPMA scholarship must be a graduating high school senior, and the child of a full-time, permanent 
employee of a WPMA marketer member company, whose primary residence is located within the WPMA state where the 
membership resides. A graduating high school senior who is the son or daughter of an associate member or of a full-time, 
permanent employee may apply for the Associate-at-Large scholarship.  High school seniors who currently work part-time 
for a WPMA member company may also apply for the WPMA Scholarship if they have worked for the company for at least 
three months. 
 
A fillable copy of the WPMA Scholarship Application is available online at 
https://www.wpma.com/pdf/scholarship/Scholarship-Application-eForm06-2020.pdf  
Applications may be mailed or emailed to WPMA Scholarship Coordinator Kathy Michaelis at the WPMA office.  
Applications must be emailed or postmarked on or before March 1, 2021.  In recent years, WPMA has received less 
than 50 applications for the eight available scholarships.  Occasionally, no applications have been submitted from a 
WPMA state, so no scholarship was awarded.  PLEASE encourage your employees to have their children apply for the 
WPMA Scholarship!! 
   
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION POLICY PRIORITIES 
On January 20, Joe Biden was inaugurated as the 46th President of the United States. At the top of President Biden’s 
policy agenda is COVID-19 relief and recovery.  
 
As outlined on January 14, the Biden Administration intends to pursue a $1.9 trillion COVID relief plan, which is expected 
to include an additional $20 billion for transit to maintain employee payroll and ensure maintained service. In February, the 
Administration will likely release its second piece of COVID relief legislation focused on Recovery, which may include an 
infrastructure portion used to spur economic growth and generate immediate jobs. Although a $15 federal minimum wage 
is included, Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) says that is an absolute no starter, as are expanding paid leave for workers and 
providing $350 billion to state and local governments. 
 
Beyond the current pandemic, the first days of the Biden Administration will inform his approach to tax, national security, 
climate, trade, healthcare, antitrust, and technology policy. On day one, President Biden’s Executive Orders made it 
abundantly clear he will seek to reverse much of the Trump Administration’s regulatory agenda. Biden is directing his 
team to review nearly 100 Trump-era actions, ranging from relaxed Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards 
to restrictions on how the agency considers science in policymaking to decisions declining to tighten federal air quality 
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limits. However, much of Biden’s regulatory agenda will take months, if not years, to implement with no guarantee that 
these efforts will be successful. The requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act and various federal statutes could 
impose hurdles to the Biden Administration’s goal of repealing or revising the prior administration’s major regulatory 
initiatives. Plus, Republican led states and conservative groups are likely to challenge the Biden Administration’s final 
rules in court.  
 
The Biden Administration may leverage a tool known as the Congressional Review Act (CRA). With a simple majority vote 
in the House and Senate, Congress can use the CRA to undo any regulations implemented by the Trump Administration 
within the last 60 legislative days (August 21, 2020). Of note - using the CRA to repeal a rule would prevent the Biden 
Administration from issuing a future new rule that is substantially similar, unless otherwise directed by Congress. The 
practical effect is that the Biden Administration will exercise caution when deciding whether to use the CRA.  
 
Narrow Democratic majorities in Congress will require President Biden to reach across the aisle to recruit Republican 
support. Infrastructure was front-and-center during the Biden campaign and, given historical bipartisan support, an 
infrastructure package may prove to be President Biden’s key bipartisan priority in his first 100 days.  

In addition to policy priorities, President Biden announced appointments to several cabinet and senior-level positions, 
including South Bend, Indiana Mayor and former Presidential Candidate Pete Buttigieg as Secretary of Transportation. 
Although Buttigieg seemed to indicate he was open to all manners of funding during his confirmation hearing yesterday, a 
DOT spokesperson announced that Buttigieg does not support increasing the federal gas tax. Biden also announced that 
New York City Transportation Commissioner Polly Trottenberg would serve as Deputy Secretary.  

Also, Deanne Criswell is selected to lead the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) which is primarily 
responsible for responding to natural disasters. She is currently the commissioner of the New York City Emergency 
Management Department, and she also worked at FEMA under the Obama Administration. 
 
While President Biden will begin his term with a Democratic Congress, the events leading up to the inauguration have 
stymied Congress’s ability to confirm cabinet members and, as such, it may take a few weeks for the Biden Administration 
to be fully operational, especially with the prospect of another impeachment trial looming. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION PLACES FREEZE ON FEDERAL AGENCY RULEMAKING PROCESS 
The Biden Administration this week, imposed a freeze on new and pending federal regulations. The freeze is designed to 
ensure that new and pending regulations are first reviewed by Biden appointees for consistency with the incoming 
Administration’s regulatory agenda before they take effect. The freeze is directly aimed at the flurry of regulations 
proposed or issued during the closing days of the Trump Administration. Last minute regulations and subsequent freezes 
are common when presidential administrations change, particularly when the incoming president is a member of the 
opposing party.  
 
The freeze places a 60-day hold on all final rules already published in the Federal Register but, with effective dates after 
January 20, 2021. Pending review, final rules subject to the 60-day hold may be issued as written, amended or withdrawn 
entirely after a 30-day public notice and comment period. 
 
The freeze also halts further action on proposed rules, policy determinations, regulatory interpretations and other 
regulatory actions currently under agency consideration. Once reviewed, regulatory actions subject to the freeze will be 
amended or withdrawn altogether. Among these regulatory actions is a recent proposal by the EPA to ease underground 
storage tank compatibility requirements in order qualify existing E10 certified UST systems for E15 service. The EPA is 
also proposing to modify or eliminate the current E15 dispenser warning label and determine whether states are 
preempted from issuing their own E15 label requirements.  
 
Trump era regulations that do not qualify for the regulatory freeze because they took effect before January 20, 2021, 
could be rolled back more slowly by pending lawsuits or through the public notice and comment rulemaking process. 
These rules include: lowered mileage standards for cars and trucks; less stringent greenhouse gas emission standards for 
both stationary and mobile sources; and the recent “waters of the United States” rule that limits the definition of wetlands 
that qualify for protection from development. 
 
US REFINERS AIM TO REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINT 
U.S. refiners are issuing comprehensive documents to highlight their efforts to reduce GHG emissions through 
renewables. Click here for the story. 
 
REMINDER: EMA’S COVID-19 SITUATIONAL UPDATE & RESOURCES WEBPAGE 
EMA is working closely with the U.S. Departments of Energy, Transportation, Small Business Administration (SBA), 
Homeland Security, Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Security, & Emergency Response, the EPA, and the Federal 
Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) to mitigate any negative impact of the COVID19 coronavirus on energy 
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marketers. The talks are a continuation of EMA’s ongoing emergency preparedness initiative to establish and maintain 
coordination between marketers and emergency response officials during declarations of emergency to ensure adequate 
fuel supply is available to consumers. EMA encourages you to notify EMA staff of any needs or concerns that you have so 
that we can communicate to the most efficient government employees to obtain the information or the help that you may 
need. 
 
Click here to access EMA’s COVID-19 Situational Update and Resources webpage which provides updates on important 
issues impacting energy marketers such as Automatic Extension of Expiring CDLs, CLPs and Medical Certificates; TSA 
Driver Hazmat Endorsements; CDC updates; State and Local Orders and Paycheck Protection Program information. 
 
APPEALS COURT BLOCKS LAST MINUTES TRUMP ADMINISTRATION REFINERY EXEMPTIONS 
Before President Trump left office, the U.S. EPA issued a total of three small refinery exemptions from RFS blending 
mandates (two waivers for the 2019 compliance year and one waiver for the 2018 compliance year). However, the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals temporarily blocked implementation of the three refinery exemptions and gave EPA until February 
3 to provide an explanation of its action. Several waiver requests remain outstanding for 2019 and 2020, which the Biden 
Administration will need to address although the Trump Administration did extend the compliance deadline for 2019 
renewable volume obligations (RVOs) to November 30, 2021 as well as the 2020 deadlines to January 31, 2022, and 
June 1, 2022. 
 
The Trump Administration delayed action on granting most of the small refinery exemptions for 2019 and 2020 biofuel-
blending requirements due to ongoing litigation over the validity of such waivers. The EPA decision came shortly after the 
U.S. Supreme Court agreed to review an U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling last year invalidating 3 small refinery 
exemptions. The court of appeals ruled that the EPA improperly issued the exemptions retroactively to small refineries 
whose earlier temporary exemptions had already lapsed. Since 2017, the retroactive small refinery exemptions have 
reduced renewable blending volumes by nearly 4 billion gallons, primarily corm ethanol. Review by the U.S. Supreme 
Court will likely add volatility to the RINs market until a final ruling is handed down. 
 
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE PERMIT REVOKED 
On Wednesday, among the many environmental policies that the new Administration is expected to reverse, President 
Biden signed an Executive Order revoking a critical permit for the Keystone XL pipeline. “The Permit is hereby revoked,” 
Biden's executive order says. “Leaving the Keystone XL pipeline permit in place would not be consistent with my 
Administration’s economic and climate imperatives.” 
 
EMA strongly supports development of the Keystone XL Pipeline which has had more than ten years of debate and 
multiple environmental impact studies that have shown the pipeline would have no effect on climate change.  
 
Meanwhile, President Biden also announced a moratorium on oil and gas leasing activities in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge that Trump’s administration had recently opened to development. Click here for the story.  
 
WPMA COVID-19 - CRITICAL REFERENCES FOR MEMBERS 
Please visit our web site for up-to-date information related to your business and the COVID-19 pandemic. You will find the 
link on our home page at www.wpma.com. 
 
MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES - YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE! 
WPMA welcomes industry-related articles for publication in the WPMA News magazine.  All members and associate 
members of WPMA are eligible to submit items for publication.  Articles will be included as space allows, and no self-
promoting articles or editorials will be accepted.  WPMA reserves the right to edit and make adaption of such contributions 
to accommodate the magazine’s space and style.  Please submit articles or content to Jan Roothoff, WPMA 
Administration/IT Director at janr@wpma.com, or mail to Jan Roothoff, Western Petroleum Marketers Association, PO 
Box 571500, Murray, UT 84157-1500.  Submissions for the Winter edition of WPMA News magazine are due before 
November 1st.  Later submissions will be considered for the Spring issue. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
CANCELLED February 16-18, 2021 – WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel– Las Vegas, NV 
March 15, 2021 – Hawaii (HPMA) Golf Tournament – Oahu Country Club – Honolulu, HI 
May 6-7, 2021 - Nevada (NPM&CSA) Big Dogs - Red Rock Hotel & Casino - Las Vegas, NV 
June 1-2, 2021 - Montana (MPMCSA) Convention -Fairmont Hot Springs Resort - Fairmont, MT 
June 21-24, 2021 - Washington (WOMA) Convention - Suncadia Resort - Cle Elum, WA 
June 24, 2021 - Utah (UPMRA) Summer Golf Classic - Bountiful Ridge GC - Bountiful, UT 
July 17-19, 2021 - Oregon (OFA) Annual Conference - Sunriver Resort - Sunriver, OR 
August 4-6, 2021 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention - Sun Valley Resort - Sun Valley, ID 
August 23-25, 2021 - New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention - Sandia Resort & Casino - Albuquerque, NM 
September 15-17, 2021 - Utah (UPMRA) Convention - Sheraton Park City Hotel - Park City, UT 

https://www.energymarketersofamerica.org/industry-resources/coronavirus-situational-update-and-resources/
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-biden-climate/update-3-biden-announces-return-to-global-climate-accord-new-curbs-on-u-s-oil-industry-idUSL1N2JV19J
http://www.wpma.com/


 
 

Be sure to subscribe to all of our social channels for great tips, industry trends, and insider information 
about association activities and upcoming events! 

 

                                               
Petro Pete: “The first time I got a universal remote control, I thought to myself, ‘This changes everything.’" 

© 2021 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the 
WPMA. 

If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  
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