
 
 
 
 
MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL LIFTS MASK MANDATE 
Effective immediately, guests and employees staying at The Mirage are no longer required to wear masks indoors or 
outdoors. 
 
GOVERNOR SISOLAK LIFTS NEVADA MASK MANDATE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 
Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak says the state's mask requirement for indoor public areas is lifted, effective immediately.  The 
change applies to all people in Nevada, regardless of vaccination status.  The Nevada Gaming Control Board also updated 
its policy, saying people are no longer required to wear masks in casinos. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION MAILING DEADLINE IS MONDAY, MARCH 1ST!! 
The time is fast approaching when the WPMA scholarship recipients for 2022 will be selected. MARCH 1, 2022 IS THE 
CUT-OFF DATE for applications to be E-MAILED IN OR POSTMARKED AND MAILED to the WPMA office. Usually, 
there are less than 10 applicants for each WPMA state scholarship and the associate member scholarship, which makes 
the chances of receiving a scholarship very good. Applicants must be graduating high school seniors, and the son or 
daughter of a full-time employee of a WPMA member or associate member company. High School seniors who are 
currently working part-time for a WPMA member company, and have been employed for at least 90 days, may 
also apply for the scholarship.  
 
Applicant qualification information and submission options are listed on the updated scholarship application, available at 
https://www.wpma.com/pdf/scholarship/Scholarship-Application-eForm06-2020.pdf .  Scholarship applications are also 
available from the WPMA office by e-mailing kathym@wpma.com and requesting an application.   
 
The WPMA scholarships pay $500 per semester for up to eight semesters, for a maximum award of $4,000.  Employers, 
please remind all of your full-time employees or part-time senior student employees to request or download an 
application right away, and give our students a chance for some extra financial help with college or vocational 
training! 
 

 
 

Register now to attend the 2022 WPMAEXPO.  
It will be held once again at the Mirage in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

February 11, 2022 WP-02-11-22 
 

 
 
 
 

Visit us online at www.wpma.com 

https://www.wpma.com/pdf/scholarship/Scholarship-Application-eForm06-2020.pdf
mailto:kathym@wpma.com
https://www.wpma.com/national-convention


 
 
EMA REQUESTS SPEEDIER FEDERAL MOTOR FUEL EXCISE TAX CLAIM PROCESSING 
EMA is receiving reports from energy marketers that they are once again experiencing delays in the processing of federal 
motor fuel excise tax (FET) ultimate vendor claims for sales of clear, tax excluded diesel fuel to state and local 
governments. In response, EMA sent a letter this week to IRS Commissioner Charles P. Rettig expressing concern over 
the delays and asking for a return to timely processing as soon as possible. EMA emphasized that many small business 
petroleum marketer operations could be disrupted if the delays are not resolved quickly. Click here to read the letter.  
 
The processing delays are almost entirely claims filed on paper forms. Paper claims must be processed by hand, a time-
consuming process made lengthier by COVID related labor shortages at the IRS. The IRS is urging energy marketers to 
avoid processing delays by filing 8849 claims electronically. Electronic filing must be done through an IRS certified e-file 
provider. These e-file providers are private vendors who charge a small processing fee to file 8849 claims. Additional 
information about e-filing 8849 claims can be found at the IRS 8849 Claim website. 
 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION RELEASES NEW NATIONAL ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE (NEVI) FORMULA 
PROGRAM 
Today, the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation – a coordinated body of Department of Energy and Department of 
Transportation officials designated to coordinate EV charging -- announced plans to implement the $5 billion for National 
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that signed into law in 
2021. The funding will be distributed to states on a formulaic basis and can be used to create EV charging station 
networks along Alternative Fuel Corridors. States will have until August 1 to submit plans for how they will use the funding, 
with the Federal Highway Administration and Joint Office of Energy and Transportation planning to approve state plans by 
September 30.  
 
This $5 billion is part of $7.5 authorized for EV charging infrastructure. The additional $2.5 billion will be in the form of two 
competitive grants for which entities can apply: 
 
• The $1.25 billion Corridor Charging Grant Program will deploy EV charging infrastructure, hydrogen, propane, and 
natural gas fueling infrastructure along Alternative Fuel Corridors.  
 
• The $1.25 billion Community Charging Grant Program will deploy EV charging infrastructure, hydrogen, propane, and 
natural gas fueling infrastructure to communities.  
 
The Joint Office of Energy and Transportation will announce details on this funding later this year. The Joint Office’s 
announcement Thursday comes after a public comment period where stakeholders agreed that chargers should be high-
powered and located in safe areas, such as highway exists and stores with restrooms. Guidance issued by the Joint 
Office recommends that chargers be “ideally within a mile of the highway” in order to create a network that is “convenient, 
reliable, affordable and equitable.” Of concern to EMA is that states risk missing out on this funding if they do not submit 
detailed plans to the Joint Office. The guidance says that that if a state does not submit a plan by August 1, the Joint 
Office will award funds directly to local governments or to other states. 
 
CLICK HERE to read DOT’s press release. 
 
CLICK HERE to read DOT’s published Program Guidance.  
 
CLICK HERE to read DOT’s Request for Nominations for states to expand their existing Alternative Fuel Corridors. 
 
CLICK HERE for a breakdown of funding each state is eligible for in FY22 and throughout the five-year life of the program. 

EMA recently submitted comments to the Biden Administration after seeking input from EMA’s Motor Fuels Committee 
and Alternative Energy Task Force regarding its NEVI infrastructure related questions, specifically on how the programs 
should be administered, including criteria for locating EV infrastructure projects.  
 
EMA urged the Biden Administration to establish safeguards to ensure small business marketers can access vital federal 
funds to advance alternative energy goals. Specifically, EMA urged FHWA to ensure that 50 percent of the grant program 
funding be dedicated to small, independent fuel marketing businesses with less than 500 employees who can diversify 
and ensure consumers pay a competitive price for EV charging. EMA stressed to FHWA that it makes more sense to 
locate new EV charging equipment at existing off-highway fuel retailer sites. These sites are ubiquitous, familiar to 
consumers and conveniently located at highway entrances and exits nationwide. New EV charging sites are likely to be 
located further from highway exits and entrance ramps than consumers are ordinarily willing to travel. The convenience of 
an EV charging station, already situated at highway entrance and exit ramps, along with the availability of restrooms, food, 
and drink, will prove far more desirable to travelers than EV charging stations located further down the road from the exit, 
without facilities or refreshments.  

https://www.energymarketersofamerica.org/weeklyreview/attachments/EMA_Letter_IRS%20Commissioner_February_2022.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/frequently-asked-questions-form-8849-claim-for-refund-of-excise-taxes
https://highways.dot.gov/newsroom/president-biden-usdot-and-usdoe-announce-5-billion-over-five-years-national-ev-charging
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/alternative_fuel_corridors/nominations/90d_nevi_formula_program_guidance.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/alternative_fuel_corridors/nominations/2022_request_for_nominations_r6.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directives/notices/n4510863.cfm


 
Finally, EMA reiterated its concerns that the National Electric Vehicle Formula Program and the Charging and Fueling 
Infrastructure Grant Program could permit electric utilities to double dip – meaning they could charge their rate paying 
consumers to pay to expand EV infrastructure, while also taking grant money to subsidize the same projects. An electric 
utility monopoly using ratepayers to install EV infrastructure hurts consumers by effectively blocking out competition. 
Competition will ensure consumers pay a competitive price for EV charging and are ultimately serviced by the companies 
that provide the best customer experience. In other words, utilities and non-utilities, including private businesses, should 
be on a level playing field when it comes to building out EV charging infrastructure. 

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE 
Congress is expected to pass a Continuing Resolution (CR) extending government funding through March 11. Meanwhile, 
it appears both sides have reached a baseline agreement to finalize a full government funding package so that many of 
the programs authorized in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law can be fully funded. As of now, government funding expires 
on February 18. In additional, Congress is also focused on merging differences between House and Senate-passed bills 
to compete with China by supporting US research and development.  
 
Given these priorities, along with an upcoming Supreme Court vacancy, the Build Back Better Act (BBB) remains stalled. 
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) reiterated his concerns over additional government spending after this week’s inflation data 
was released. However, he outlined markers for a package he could support, which would include higher individual, 
corporate, and capital gains tax rates and would focus on energy innovation – not elimination. Still, these markers do not 
indicate that any agreement is close as moderate Democratic Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) opposes tax rate 
increases. Further, Senator Ben Ray Lujan continues to recover from a recent stroke, eliminating Senate Democrats 50 
vote majority for the time being, and further complicating the legislative timeline for the next few weeks.  
 
Despite the impasse in Congress, the White House continues engaging stakeholders to boost support for different 
provisions of BBB. This week, President Biden met with heads of the nation’s largest electric utilities, including American 
Electric Power, Edison International, Duke Energy, Southern Company, Exelon, Ameren, and DTE to discuss BBB’s 
climate and clean energy provisions. This follows President Biden’s meeting with leaders of Microsoft, General Motors, 
and Ford last month regarding BBB’s healthcare provisions.  

EMA’S WASHINGTON CONFERENCE AND DAY ON THE HILL 2022 HOTEL RESERVATIONS AND REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN! 
May 17-19 – Please note date change! 
EMA’s annual Washington Conference and Day on the Hill will be held in our Washington, DC from May 17-19 at The 
Mayflower Hotel. Our industry continues to have dozens of important legislative and regulatory issues to discuss and the 
Day on the Hill continues to be the primary focus of this conference. While there will be a different process for Hill visits, 
we are thrilled to be able to host this event after two years of distancing.  
 
The meeting will begin with an Opening Session / Issues Briefing and Region meetings in the afternoon of May 17. Our 
welcome reception, including our fun and popular PAC silent auction fundraiser, concludes the day! On the morning of 
May 18, marketers will head to Capitol Hill for visits with their Congressional delegations after a buffet breakfast and 
issues briefing for those who were not able to attend the opening session. There will be a hospitality suite and luncheon 
on the Hill. On the evening of May 18, we will feature our 2022 EMA Chair Tommy Thompson along with honoring our 
other Past Chairs in attendance. Our conference will conclude after the EMA Board of Directors meet on May 19 following 
a buffet breakfast and committee meetings.  
 
You can find all available details for the Washington Conference and Day on the Hill here. Please make your room 
reservations now to attend this important and productive forum to meet with your members of Congress and network with 
other marketers from across the country! See you in DC in the spring!  
FEMA RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL FOR YOUR USE 
FEMA has released an online searchable collection of risk assessment information for planners and emergency managers 
to improve mitigation strategies, strengthen planning exercises and expedite recovery. FEMA released the Hazus Loss 
Library, the first online collection of Hazus-generated risk assessments to support users in all phases of emergency 
management. 
 
Search the library to find Hazus products, which are downloadable in spatial formats, spreadsheets and reports. Products 
for flood, hurricane, earthquake and tsunami events across the country include: 

• Historic and scenario-based modeling 
• Economic losses 
• Building damage and social impacts from historic events 
• Planning scenarios 

https://cvent.me/RR5ZyQ
https://hazards.fema.gov/hll/about
https://hazards.fema.gov/hll/about


The application is free for all users and easy to navigate. Visit the Hazus Loss Library to find risk information available for 
your community. 

LEGISLATION WOULD TEMPORARILY SUSPEND THE GAS TAX 
On Wednesday, Senators Mark Kelly (D-AZ) and Maggie Hassan (D-NH) introduced legislation that would suspend the 
18.3 cpg federal excise tax on gasoline and 0.1 cpg leaking underground trust fund (LUST) tax through the end of 2022. 
“The Gas Prices Relief Act,” S. 3609, could prove popular during an election year.  
 
S. 3609 would also by requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to monitor the program in order to “ensure oil and gas 
companies pass along the savings at the pump to consumers” by encouraging?the Secretary to take enforcement actions 
if such action does not occur.? They argue the bill will “maintain the integrity of the Highway Trust Fund?(HTF) and the 
LUST Fund by requiring the Department of the Treasury to make general fund transfers to keep the Funds solvent.” 
 
The bill is unlikely to become law. 
 
GOVERNORS’ RACES MAY IMPACT ENERGY POLICY, HERE’S HOW 
Races in Pennsylvania, Arizona, Georgia and Florida will determine the future of emissions reduction pledges and will 
establish key administrators within their state energy offices and utility regulators. The governors will influence how to use 
the funding in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which includes money for electric vehicle programs, power 
lines, public transit, and highways. 
 
To read the entire article, go to How governors races may change clean energy - Energy News Network.  
 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
February 22-24, 2022 – WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel– Las Vegas, NV 
April 25, 2022 – Hawaii (HEMA) Golf Tournament – Ko Olina Golf Club – Kapolei, HI 
May 5-6, 2022 – Nevada (NPM&CSA) Big Dogs – Las Vegas, NV 
June 7-8, 2022 – Montana (MPMCSA) Convention – Fairmont Hot Springs Resort – Fairmont, MT 
June 20-22, 2022 – Washington (WIED) Convention – Suncadia Resort – Cle Elum, WA 
June 23, 2022 - Utah (UPMRA) Summer Golf Classic - Stonebridge GC - West Valley City, UT 
July 17-19, 2022 – Oregon (OFA) Annual Convention – Sunriver Resort – Sunriver, OR 
August 3-5, 2022 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Coeur d’Alene Resort – Coeur d’Alene, ID 
August 22-24, 2022 – New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention – Sandia Resort & Casino – Albuquerque, NM 
September 14-16, 2022 – Utah (UPMRA) Convention – Sheraton Park City Hotel – Park City, UT 
 
 
Be sure to subscribe to all of our social channels for great tips, industry trends, and insider information about 
association activities and upcoming events! 
 
 

                                               
 
Petro Pete: “Are people born with photographic memories, or does it take time to develop?" 

© 2022 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the 
WPMA. 

If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  

https://hazards.fema.gov/hll/about
https://energynews.us/2022/02/08/how-governors-races-may-change-energy-from-evs-to-renewables/
mailto:janr@wpma.com
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