
 
 
 
 
CONGRESSMAN CALLS FOR REEVALUATION OF THE JONES ACT 
Last week, Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-KS) stated that Congress should reevaluate portions of the Jones Act as he is 
considering policy options to remove the “anachronistic” requirement that commercial ships moving between U.S. ports be 
U.S.-flagged and –crewed.  
 
Pompeo would keep parts of the Act related to civil military readiness but believes the U.S. is effectively subsidizing foreign 
companies buying U.S. crude because U.S. transportation costs are significantly increased because of the Act. Pompeo 
believes there is support in Congress to repeal the Act, but not enough.  
 
PMAA supports efforts to reform the Jones Act to alleviate the Gulf Coast supply glut which will bring cheaper motor fuels 
and heating oil prices to consumers. There was some discussion in Congress to loosen the nearly 40-year-old restrictions 
on U.S. crude exports in exchange for modifications to the Jones Act to appease refiners during the 2016 omnibus 
spending negotiations. Unfortunately, no changes were included in the final omnibus spending package regarding the 
Jones Act that passed Congress before Christmas. 
 
FDA DELAYS MENU LABELING RULE UNTIL 2017 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently announced that it would delay enforcement of the menu labeling rule, 
which was passed as part of Obamacare in 2010. The controversial final menu labeling rule was announced in 2014 with a 
start date at the end of 2015 but then was delayed until December 1, 2016. Now, the compliance date will be one year after 
the agency issues final guidance on how to comply with the rule, which will come as soon as possible, according to a 
statement on the FDA website.  
 
While PMAA welcomes the delay, legislation that has passed the House and has yet to be considered on the floor in the 
Senate would give retailers the flexibility they need to comply with the menu labeling regulations. 
 
On February 12, the House passed, via a 266-144 bipartisan vote, the “Common Sense Nutrition Disclosure Act”, which 
would modify the menu-labeling language in Obamacare to permit retailers to identify a single primary menu while not 
having to include nutrition labeling in other areas of the store. Furthermore, the bill clarifies that advertisements and posters 
do not need to be labeled and provides flexibility in disclosing the caloric content for variable menu items that come in 
different flavors or varieties, and for combination meals. Lastly, the bill would ensure that retailers acting in good faith are 
not penalized for inadvertent errors in complying with the rule, and stipulates that individual store locations are not required 
to have an employee “certify” that the establishment has taken reasonable steps to comply with the requirements.  
 
Companion legislation (S. 2217) introduced by Senators Roy Blunt (R-MO) and Angus King (I-ME) has yet to hit the 
Senate floor for consideration.  
 
HOUSE PLAN INCLUDES PARTIAL SALE OF STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
House Republicans have devised a plan to sell off a portion of the United States Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) in an 
effort to address budget shortfalls. Under the plan, the emergency oil stockpile would be reduced by “a number of barrels 
equal to 90 days of net income, down from the reserve of 156 days net income in 2015.” 
 
Last October, a spending deal was reached to avoid a default and to increase domestic and defense spending, in part due 
to the planned sale of 58 million barrels from the SPR from 2018 to 2025, in an effort to raise more than $5 billion in 
revenue for crucial government spending projects. 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE TO ANALYZE REMAINING EPA REGULATIONS FOR REMAINDER OF YEAR 
According to House Science Committee Republicans, members will examine all major EPA regulations proposed during 
the last months of the Obama Administration. Although a hearing has not yet been scheduled, it is expected that Energy 
Secretary Ernest Moniz and National Science Foundation Director France Córdova will testify about their requested 
budgets to the Committee in the near future. 
 
Rep. Jim Bridenstine (R-OK), chairman of the Subcommittee on the Environment, has stated that EPA officials will be 
asked questions about their plans to issue a number of “hasty, non-scientific” regulations late in Obama's term. Rep. 
Bridenstine also added that “As the Obama administration nears the end of its time in office, we must carefully review the 
impact, costs and achievability of any rules and implementation plans this activist EPA attempts to put in place on the way 
out the door.” 
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PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO RESERVE YOUR ROOMS AND REGISTER NOW FOR PMAA’S WASHINGTON 
CONFERENCE AND DAY ON THE HILL 
PMAA’s 2016 annual Washington Conference and Day on the Hill will be held in Washington, DC from May 18-20. This 
forum unites marketers, state association executives and suppliers from across the country to openly discuss all the issues 
facing the petroleum marketing industry with their members of Congress and find solutions together.  
 
The meeting will commence with an Opening Session / Issues Briefing and Region meetings in the afternoon of May 18 
followed by a welcome reception including our PAC silent auction fundraiser. In addition, PMAA will hear from Adam 
Sieminski, Administrator of the Energy Information Administration (EIA), on the 18th. On the morning of May 19, there will 
be another issues briefing for those who were not able to attend the opening session. Marketers and association 
executives will then head to Capitol Hill for visits with their Congressional delegations. Please be sure to make these 
appointments as soon as possible. There will be a hospitality suite and luncheon on the Hill. On the evening of May 19, 
we will honor our new PMAA Chair Mike Bailey. Our conference will conclude after the PMAA Board of Directors meeting 
on May 20 following a buffet breakfast and committee meetings.  
 
Please click here (http://www.cvent.com/d/2fq23h) for our new event website which includes dynamic online event 
registration with secure event payment processing through Cvent. It is very user friendly and we are confident you will find 
it more effective, professional and easy to use.  

If you plan on attending PMAA’s annual Washington Conference and Day on the Hill, please take the time now to make 
your room reservation through A Room with A View (our overflow hotel company) at 800.780.4343. Washington Marriott at 
Metro Center is now sold out. We are expecting an excellent turnout and would appreciate you and your members to plan 
ahead and make rooms reservations and complete online registration at your earliest convenience.  

Please make your plans to attend this important and productive forum to meet with your members of Congress and 
network with other marketers from across the country! See you in DC in May!  

 
 

2017 WPMAEXPO - LAS VEGAS,NEVADA  
 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars for February 21-23, 2017.  Make plans now to attend the 2017 WPMAEXPO. It will be held once 
again at the Mirage in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
February 21 – 23, 2017 - WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 
May 3, 2016 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Boise Ranch GC PAC Golf Outing – Boise, Idaho 
May 19-20, 2016 – Nevada (NPM&CSA) Big Dogs Shootout – Red Rock Resort & Casino – Las Vegas, Nevada 
June 7-9, 2016 – Montana (MPMCSA) Convention – Fairmont Hot Springs Resort – Butte, Montana 
June 20-23, 2016 - Washington (WOMA) Convention - Suncadia Resort - Cle Elum, Washington 
June 23, 2016 – Utah (UPMRA) Summer Golf Classic – Mountain Dell Golf Course, Salt Lake City, Utah 
June 29, 2016 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Magic Valley PAC Golf Outing – Blue Lakes Country Club, Twin Falls, Idaho 
August 3, 2016 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Circling Raven GC Pac Golf Outing - Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
August 3 – 5, 2016 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention - Coeur d’Alene Resort - Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
August 22-24, 2016 – New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention – Sandia Resort & Casino – Albuquerque, New Mexico 
August 26, 2016 – Hawaii (HPMA) Golf Tournament – Honolulu Country Club – Honolulu, Hawaii 
September 14-16, 2016 - Utah (UPMRA) Convention - DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton - Park City, Utah 
June 18-22, 2017 – Washington (WOMA) Convention – Suncadia Resort – Cle Elum, Washington 
August 2-4, 2017 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Sun Valley Resort, Sun Valley, Idaho 
June 17-21, 2018 – Washington (WOMA) Convention – Suncadia Resort – Cle Elum, Washington 
August 8-10, 2018 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention - Coeur d’Alene Resort - Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
 
 
NPP WPMA MEMBER SERVICE 
WPMA has partnered with NPP to provide members discounts on many products and services. NPP negotiates the rates, 
and makes them available to WPMA members. Membership with NPP is free, and there is no obligation to purchase. 
Discounts through Verizon, Expedia, Fastenal, Cradlepoint, and more.  
Register Now: https://associations.mynpp.com/myNPP/memberSavings.xhtml?guid=RB3WUOFG 

http://www.cvent.com/d/2fq23h
https://associations.mynpp.com/myNPP/memberSavings.xhtml?guid=RB3WUOFG
http://www.wpma.com/national-convention
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Petro Pete: "The only thing worse than awful April Fools’ Day jokes is the annual anxiety over where to put the 
apostrophe.” 
 
© 2016 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the WPMA. 
If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  

       
 

 
Classified Ads 
 

HIRING – Executive Director for the MT Petroleum Marketers & C-
Store Association 
 
The MPMCSA is conducting a search for an Executive Director to 
manage the affairs of the State Association. 
 
Position is as an independent contractor answering to the Board. 
Please go to the Montana home page, www.wpma.com/montana to 
download the job prospectus. 
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