
 
 
 
WPMA COVID-19 - CRITICAL REFERENCES FOR MEMBERS 
Please visit our web site for up-to-date information related to your business and the COVID-19 pandemic. You will find the 
link on our home page at www.wpma.com. 
 
SBA AND TREASURY RELEASE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON SMALL BUSINESS LOAN PROGRAMS 
Treasury Issues Final Paycheck Protection Program Application 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and the Treasury Department have released information on loan programs 
to assist small businesses affected by the coronavirus outbreak. These programs, known as the Paycheck Protection 
Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program, are available to petroleum marketers with 500 or fewer 
employees.  
 
The application process for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) begins today. It is possible banks could start 
accepting applications today, but full implementation is unlikely to happen until next week. PMAA encourages 
small business petroleum marketers to fill out the borrowers’ application and be prepared to consult with their local lender 
as to whether it is participating in the program as soon as possible.  

1. Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
• A top-line overview of the program can be found here 

(https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP%20--%20Overview.pdf) 
• More information for borrowers can be found here 

(https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP%20Borrower%20Information%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf) 
• Final application for borrowers can be found here ** 

(https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Application-3-30-2020-v3.pdf) 
• A PPP participating lender can be found here (https://www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection/find)  

 
** This is an updated version and applicants should use it to avoid unnecessary delays 

2. Economic Injury Disaster Loan Programr> 
Additionally, the Small Business Administration has also made available an application for its Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan (EIDL) program. The EIDL program will help small businesses recover from broader economic 
injury related to the outbreak.  

• The EIDL program application can be found here (https://covid19relief.sba.gov/#/) 
• More information about the EIDL program is available here (https://www.sba.gov/funding-

programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance) 

SBLC WEBINAR ON CARES ACT NEXT TUESDAY AT 12PM EASTERN 
The Small Business Legislative Council (SBLC) is hosting a webinar on Tuesday, April 7, at 12pm Eastern. This live 
webinar will be open to all PMAA state associations and its members, free of charge. The webinar will review the 
provisions of the new Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act which are most important for you to 
know about now with a special emphasis on the Paycheck Protection Program. Please enter “PMAA” when asked “What 
Association Invited You?” Click here to register now!  (https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2599539463621214990) 
 
IRS OFFERS EMPLOYEE RETENTION TAX CREDIT TO QUALIFYING BUSINESSES 
The U.S. Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service launched the Employee Retention Credit, designed to 
encourage businesses to keep employees on their payroll. The refundable tax credit is 50% of up to $10,000 in wages 
paid by an eligible employer whose business has been financially impacted by COVID-19. The credit is available to 
marketers who are continuing to pay employees during the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
 
EPA ISSUES TEMPORARY NATIONWIDE WAIVER FOR SUMMERTIME RVP/RFG GASOLINE 
The EPA recently issued a temporary nationwide waiver of both the RFG and summertime RVP blend requirements. The 
waiver moves the RVP and RFG transition deadline for refiners and terminal operators to May 20, 2020. The waiver is 
important to petroleum marketers because it will enable them to turnover gasoline tanks to summertime RVP and RFG in 
a more realistic time frame given the precipitous drop in consumer demand since the COVID-19 outbreak.  
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CISA FURTHER CLARIFIES ESSENTIAL WORKFORCE GUIDANCE 
Over last weekend, PMAA was successful in getting key amendments to the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) 
critical infrastructure workforce list that identifies essential employees who are vital to maintaining the nation’s goods and 
services distribution network during the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
The DHS guidance is important to petroleum marketers and heating fuel dealers because it contains recommendations for 
state governors to follow when deciding which businesses can stay open and operating during quarantines and other 
limitations of movement imposed to prevent the spread of the corona virus. 
 
Specifically, the DHS at PMAA’s request broadened the Petroleum Industry category in the guidance to include workers 
involved in the downstream distribution of gasoline, diesel fuel, heating fuels and jet fuels as well as HVAC technicians for 
residential and commercial heating systems. These specific listings clarify that petroleum marketers and heating fuel 
businesses are essential operations that need to remain open and operating despite the imposition of any federal, state or 
local emergency lockdown or quarantine orders. 
  
PMAA has also developed two essential employee identification templates for petroleum marketers and heating fuel 
dealers to use if stopped by enforcement authorities in a locked down or restricted area. Click on the following links to 
download the templates: 

• Petroleum Marketer Essential Employee Identification Template 
(https://www.pmaa.org/pmaa_today/attachments/PMAA_COVID_Travel_Certification_Template.docx) 

• Heating Fuel Dealer Essential Employee Identification Template 
(https://www.pmaa.org/pmaa_today/attachments/PMAA_COVID_Travel_Certification_HF_Template.docx) 

EPA ROLLS BACK FUEL EFFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR CARS, PICK-UP TRUCKS AND SUVS 
The EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) issued a final rule this week that makes 
significant reductions in current federal mileage standards for cars, pick-up trucks and SUVs. The Safer Affordable Fuel 
Efficient Vehicles rule is important to petroleum marketers because federal fuel efficiency standards have a direct impact 
on consumer demand for transportation fuels.  
 
Under the final rule, automakers are now required to improve average fuel efficiency by only 1.5 percent per year between 
model years 2021 and 2026, far below from the 5 percent annual improvement rate required over the same period under 
current efficiency standards. The lower improvement rate translates into an average fleetwide mileage standard of 40.4 
mpg as opposed to 46.7 mpg under the 5% rate. The 1.5% improvement requirement matches auto manufacturers 
historic efficiency rate achieved by voluntary technological advancements. 
 
Auto manufacturers are split over support for the new less stringent standards. Those who oppose are concerned that if 
California wins its lawsuit to maintain authority to impose more stringent efficiency standards, including, zero emission and 
electric vehicle mandates, auto manufacturers will be forced to build cars according to two widely different fuel efficiency 
standards. Opponents also include governors from 23 states who plan to challenge the new rule in court, including 13 
governors representing states that have already signed onto California fuel efficiency and zero emission standards. 
Finally, the final rule does not extend extra MPG credit automakers can earn for selling zero-emission electric vehicles. 
 
FDA ASKS FOR DELAY IN PMTA DEADLINE 
This week, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) sent a letter to a federal judge asking that the deadline to submit a 
Pre-Market Tobacco Application (PMTA) be pushed back 120 days, from May 12 to September 9, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The letter states, “The global coronavirus outbreak poses unforeseen challenges and has made the May 12 
deadline a public health risk to those who cannot comply with the deadline through telework. As a result of the outbreak, 
many laboratories and contract research organizations, which perform required laboratory and clinical studies for 
manufacturers’ premarket applications, have shut down or suspended in-person work indefinitely.” 
 
Last year, that same federal judge ruled that the FDA must require submission of PMTA’s for premarket review by May 
12, 2020, for deemed new tobacco products on the market as of August 8, 2016. Tobacco products that were first 
introduced into the marketplace or modified after February 15, 2007, also known as the predicate date, must submit 
PMTA’s for the FDA to review and approve. PMTA’s require a product to meet a regulatory hurdle that can be complex 
and costly.  
 
VISA AND MASTERCARD TO DELAY FEE INCREASES DUE TO COVID-19 
Due to the detrimental effects that COVID-19 has put on businesses including gas stations and convenience stores, Visa 
and Mastercard have decided to delay certain interchange fee increases for businesses that were originally going to take 
effect this month until July 2020. The virus has forced many people to shelter at home, leading many retail stores to shut 
down temporarily or permanently. 
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In a letter to the CEO’s of Visa and Mastercard, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT) said that “Now is 
not the time for further interchange fee increases” and also stated that the companies’ “fee rates are already too high.”  
 
SENATORS DEMAND LIHEAP FUNDING BE RELEASED 
In a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, a bipartisan group of 28 senators urged the Trump 
Administration to quickly release $900 million in Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding that 
Congress included in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.  
 
In the letter, the Senators wrote that “LIHEAP assistance is an indispensable lifeline, helping to ensure that recipients do 
not have to choose between paying their energy bills and affording other necessities like food and medicine.” Click here to 
read the letter.  
 

  
February 16-18, 2021.  The Mirage Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
April 21-23, 2020 - Federated Insurance Risk Management Academy 
May 7-8, 2020 – Nevada NPM&CSA – Big Dogs - Las Vegas, NV 
June 2-3, 2020 – Montana MPMCSA – Convention – Fairmont Hot Springs Resort – Fairmont, MT 
June 22-25, 2020 – Washington (WOMA) – Convention – Suncadia Resort – Cle Elum, Washington 
July 19-21, 2020 - Oregon (OFA) Conference, Sunriver Resort, Sunriver, OR 
August 5-7, 2020 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Coeur d’ Alene Resort – Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho 
August 17-19, 2020 – New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention – Sandia Resort & Casino – Albuquerque, NM  
September 9-10, 2020 – Utah (UPMRA) – Convention – Park City Marriott – Park City, Utah 
September 15-17, 2020 - Federated Insurance Risk Management Academy 
November 2, 2020 – Hawaii (HPMA) Golf Tournament – Oahu Country Club – Honolulu, HI 
February 16-18, 2021 – WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel– Las Vegas, NV 
 
 

WPMA MEMBER SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to subscribe to all of our social channels for great tips, industry trends, and insider information 
about association activities and upcoming events! 

 

                                               
Petro Pete: “I own the world’s worst thesaurus. Not only is it awful, it’s awful.” 

© 2020 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the 
WPMA. 

If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  
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