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YOU MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND 
 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

What to Expect 
At each NACS Hosted Industry Update, guests will 
enjoy casual networking time, followed by a seated 
lunch including a 60-75 minute interactive presentation 
and discussion delivered by NACS leadership. Be sure 
to bring your questions! 

 

NACS Industry Update Luncheon 
Salt Lake City-May 13, 2025 
Every year, NACS leadership will share and discuss insights, issues 
and opportunities that are relevant to the convenience and fuel 
industry at several Industry Updates around the country. Retailers 
and fuel jobbers regardless of their NACS membership status are 
invited to attend. NACS Hunter Club member companies can 
send up to two individuals per event as space allows. 

  

May 13, 2025 
Sheraton Salt Lake City Hotel 

150 West 500 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 

 
11:00-11:30 am Check In and Mingling 

11:30 am Luncheon Presentation 
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EMA-Energy Marketers of America 
 

  

 

  

 

Midwest Senators Urge EPA to Issue Nationwide E15 Emergency Waivers and Midwest E10 Emergency Waivers for 
this Summer 
EMA is pleased to report that a group of bipartisan Midwest Senators have petitioned the Trump Administration to issue 
emergency E10 waivers for eight Midwest states to provide maximize fuel fungibility to minimize chances of retail price hikes 
that disproportionately impact small business marketers and consumers. Specifically, refiners would no longer be mandated to 
produce 7.8 RVP gasoline this summer and instead revert back to making 9.0 RVP gasoline with a one-pound waiver up to E10 
(conventional gasoline) if EPA grants the request. EMA shared key market insights with Midwest lawmakers and the EPA on the 
need to delay the Midwestern Governors’ opt-out of the E10 Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) waiver or at a minimum issue E10 
summertime fuel waivers for the Midwest. Additionally, EMA met with the EPA’s Office of Transportation and Air Quality to 
reinforce that biofuels policies should maximize fuel fungibility. 
 
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) and Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) led the group of 17 Midwest senators stating, 
“Currently, the eight Midwestern governors’ petitions to sell E15 year-round has allowed for an agreement between both ethanol 
and petroleum stakeholders in support of a permanent legislative solution to allow nationwide, year-round E15 sales. In the 
interim, taking action to permit the sale of E15 nationwide during the 2025 summer driving season also will be beneficial for 
consumers, the domestic energy industry, and agricultural producers. And to ensure nationwide uniformity in the gasoline 
market, we urge you to apply the temporary emergency waivers to E15 in all states as well as to E10 in the eight states who 
petitioned EPA to opt out of the RVP waiver program.” 
 
EPA has granted emergency E15 waivers in each of the last three years to prevent gasoline supply and price increases during 
heightened summertime demand. Emergency waivers are likely to arrive again before this summer especially after Trump 
signed an Executive Order earlier this year to do so. EPA said it "will review the letter and will respond through appropriate 
channels" but declined to comment further. In recent years, the agency has begun issuing emergency waivers in April. 
 

https://mynacs.convenience.org/Events/Calendar/Registration-Start/MeetingId/011fd4ba-60c4-ef11-b8e8-000d3a1758d2
https://www.convenience.org/events/Industry-Update-Luncheons/HunterClub
https://www.convenience.org/events/Industry-Update-Luncheons/HunterClub


Forcing a special boutique fuel blend for the 8 Midwest states (7.8 RVP gasoline) to allow higher ethanol blends to be sold has 
already led to 20-25 cent price spikes for most of the Midwest and surrounding states. The whole argument that 7.8 gasoline 
would be a boon for ethanol is a farce due to UST compatibility concerns. Therefore, emergency E15 and E10 fuel waivers for 
this summer is the preferred method until Congress can approve a year-round waiver for E15.  

 

Urge Lawmakers to Support Resolutions to Overturn California Waivers Allowing ICE Bans 
Republican Members of the House Energy & Commerce Committee introduced resolutions this week to overturn three Biden-
era rules granting Clean Air Act waivers to California under the Congressional Review Act (CRA). The resolutions, introduced by 
Reps. John Joyce (R-PA), John James (R-MI), and Jay Obernolte (R-CA), would overturn the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s approval of the Clean Air Act waiver for California's Advanced Clean Cars (ACC II) rule, along with approved federal 
waivers for the State's clean trucks and heavy-duty NOx rules. 
 
The CRA resolutions are strongly supported by EMA. Under the CRA, Congress is empowered to review “rules” issued by 
federal agencies, including EPA, before the rules take effect. Congress may review a rule for a period of 60 days and then 
disapprove it using special procedures, including a joint resolution of disapproval. The EPA transmitted the three waiver 
approvals to Congress earlier this year, starting the clock for review of the waivers by lawmakers. If agreed to by the House and 
Senate, the joint resolutions will head to President Trump’s desk for his signature. 
 
California’s ACC II rule includes a mandate for vehicle manufacturers to sell increasing percentages of zero-emission vehicles in 
the State, beginning in model year 2026, and culminating in a ban on internal combustion engine-powered vehicles in 2035. To 
date, 17 states have adopted portions of California’s light- and heavy-duty vehicle regulations. By design, California’s ACC II 
rules operate to reduce the liquid fuels market by giving preferential treatment to electric vehicles, thereby injuring energy 
marketers and others who participate in the market. EPA’s waivers not only increase vehicle costs but also increase the costs of 
goods and the cost of living for American families. 
 
EMA calls on energy marketers to contact their Representatives and Senators, urging them to support the CRA resolutions of 
disapproval for the California waivers and restoring vehicle choice for all Americans. 

Click here to Take Action 
   

 

Department of Health and Human Services Administrative Employees Let Go 
Includes LIHEAP Personnel 
This week, the Trump Administration gutted the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) administrative staff, 
part of the mass firing of 10,000 Department of Health and Human Services workers. The status of the program, which provides 
$4 billion per year for low-income families with heating and colling costs, is unclear according to Mark Wolfe, executive director 
of the National Energy Assistance Directors Association. Mr. Wolfe argued that the program could grind to a halt with $387 
million left to distribute. In FY 2025, states and territories were to receive $3.6 billion in regulatory block grant funding, plus $100 
million in decided funds from the Bipartisan Infrastructure law. 
 
Senators Susan Collins, Jack Reed (D-RI), and Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), led ten of their Senate colleagues, including Senator 
Angus King, in sending a letter to the Trump Administration to reverse course. “We are concerned that the reported staff 
terminations will undermine the HHS’s ability to deliver this critical funding to low-income seniors and families,” the Senators 
wrote. “We are also concerned that the local community action agencies that help enroll qualified beneficiaries could be 
weakened by other actions and funding cuts being undertaken by HHS and the Department of Government Efficiency.” 
 
Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. indicated that some programs would soon be 
reinstated because they were mistakenly cut. "We're streamlining the agencies. We're going to make it work for public health, 
make it work for the American people," Kennedy said. Whether LIHEAP is part of the reinstatement is unknown at this time. 
 

 

Inside the Beltway Update 
Nearing the end of his first 100 days in office, President Trump and his second term agenda continued to drive the news in 
Washington this week. 
 
On Tuesday, Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kenney Jr. initiated widespread layoffs at the nation’s top 
health agencies, which are expected to impact nearly 10,000 employees. Officials placed on administrative leave as part of the 
layoffs included the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) chief tobacco regulator, Brian King, as well as dozens of employees 
from the FDA’s office overseeing tobacco regulation. The HHS layoffs follow similar restructuring of federal agencies initiated by 
the Trump Administration, many of which have been challenged in court. 
 
Meanwhile, Congress has largely lagged behind the President in making progress on its legislative priorities. On Tuesday, 
House Republican leaders cancelled votes for the remainder of the week after nine Republicans joined with Democrats to 
defeat a procedural vote teeing up several bills for House floor consideration. The nine Republicans broke party lines to block a 
proposal by Speaker Mike Johnson and House leadership which would have prevented further floor consideration of new proxy-

https://www.energymarketersofamerica.org/advocacy/legislative-action-center/#/42


voting rules for new mothers. Nevertheless, on Tuesday, House Republicans notched two victories in special elections in 
Florida, increasing their majority to 220 seats. 
 
On Wednesday, the Senate Budget Committee released a draft budget resolution to begin consideration of tax, spending, and 
debt limit legislation under reconciliation procedures. Senate Majority Leader Thune (R-SD) has pledged to begin voting on the 
draft resolution on the Senate floor this week, with a final vote on the resolution possible over the weekend. However, it is 
unclear whether, if agreed to by the Senate, the budget resolution will be considered on the House floor prior to the 2-week April 
recess. 
  

 

USDA Announces Intent to Release Obligated HBIIP Funds 
On Monday, Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins announced USDA’s intent to release obligated funding under the Higher 
Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program (HBIIP) for 543 projects totaling $537 million in 29 states. This includes new projects 
approved within the first 100 days of the Trump Administration. 
 
The Energy Marketers of America thank United States Senators Joni Ernst (R-IA), Pete Ricketts (R-NE), Dave McCormick (R-
PA), John Fetterman (D-PA) and their respective teams in advocating for the importance of HBIIP funds for small business fuel 
retailers as they seek to expand offerings of high-blend biofuels. 
 
EMA member companies are encouraged to contact USDA Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program Manager Jeff 
Carpenter to determine if your project meets the USDA’s definition of obligated and whether your project funding is subject to 
this release. Jeff can be reached at jeff.carpenter@usda.gov or by phone at 402-437-5554. 
 
To read the full release from USDA, click here. 
 

 

EMA Votes in Favor to Preserve 85 Octane in Mountain Regions 
The ASTM D02.A subcommittee has been considering a revision to the ASTM D4814-24 Standard Specification for Automotive 
Spark-Ignition Engine Fuel ASTM D02 that includes the removal of existing information in Appendix X1 related to the antiknock 
index and the effects of altitude and weather on the antiknock requirement. This change removes information supporting the use 
of octane adjustments (specifically related to the use of 85 AKI fuels) to address the effects of altitude and weather on engine 
performance (antiknock requirements). The revision has been justified on the basis that the information is no longer relevant 
since the majority of vehicles (99%) currently on the road have sensors and engine management computers to adjust for 
temperature and pressure conditions. The effort to make this revision has been subject to two ballots to date. EMA does not 
agree that the information related to the effects of altitude and weather on vehicle antiknock requirements is no longer relevant 
information in the specification and has voted against these changes. 
 
As a result of the negative votes received on the second ballot, a third revision was developed and recently balloted. This most 
recent proposal adds a reference to 85 AKI fuel as a common antiknock practice for certain vehicles but deletes the antiknock 
discussion currently in the Appendix X1 and instead references the current version (ASTM 4814-24) of the standard which 
includes the antiknock requirements in Appendix X1. While EMA has made some progress with this third revision, we continue 
to believe that this information is relevant and should be retained in future versions of the specification. While antiknock 
requirements may not be a significant issue on a national basis, a large percentage of vehicles (new and old) in high altitude 
areas rely on 85 AKI fuels. The assumption that this information is no longer relevant and the removal of this information from 
the standard could impact the supply of 85 AKI fuel in areas where consumers have continued to choose 85 AKI fuel after 
considering the tradeoffs of engine performance, owner’s manual recommendations, driving habits and cost. As a result, EMA 
has voted negative on this latest ballot. 
 

 

  

 

Weekly Reads 
Trump open to tariff negotiations, contradicting White House aides 
 
Supreme Court sides with the FDA in its dispute over sweet-flavored vaping products | AP News 
 
US oil and biofuel coalition meets with EPA to seek biomass diesel boost | Reuters 
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Federated Insurance: Risk Management Corner 
Best Practices for Hiring Top Talent 
Hiring the right employees is critical for the success of any business. Effective hiring 
practices not only ensure you're bringing in top talent, they also help to minimize 
risks and create a positive work environment. Here are some best practices to 
consider when beginning the hiring process: 
 
Create Clear and Honest Job Descriptions 
A well-crafted job description can help set expectations and attract the right candidates. Clearly outline roles, responsibilities, 
and necessary qualifications. This transparency lets applicants know exactly what they’re applying for. Access the complete 
article here. 
 
By following these hiring practices, you can protect your business and create a positive, productive workplace. For additional 
information or to discuss this in further detail, please contact your Federated regional representative or EMA’s National Account 
Executive Jack West at 262.719.7750 for any additional information or risk management questions. Federated is a Partner in 
EMA’s Board of Directors Council. 
 
At Federated Insurance, It’s Our Business to Protect Yours® 
This article is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The 
recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not guaranteed to eliminate, any or all risk of loss. Examples shown are for 
illustrative purposes only. The information herein may be subject to, and is not a substitute for, any laws or regulations that may 
apply. Qualified counsel should be sought with questions specific to your circumstances. ©2025 Federated Mutual Insurance 
Company. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

The WPMA NEWS currently serves EIGHT 
independent petroleum and convenience store 
associations. 

CLICK HERE FOR THE CURRENT ISSUE 
OF THE WPMA NEWS MAGAZINE  

 

Interested in a previous WPMA News issue? Click 
HERE. 

 

 

  

EMA JOURNAL - The Official Publication of 
the Energy Marketers of America 
Check out the EMA Journal anytime online by 
clicking here. 
 
The EMA Journal SPRING issue is now 
available. 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION OPEN 
Click on the desired event below to register 
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PLEASE NOTE UPCOMING DATES FOR WPMA EVENTS 
April 22, 2025 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Treasure Valley Golf Tournament - Ridgecrest Golf Course 
April 24-25, 2025 - Nevada (NPM&CSA) Big Dogs Event - Red Rock Casino/Angel Park Golf Course 
May 5, 2025 - Hawaii (HEMA) Golf Tournament - Oahu Country Club, Honolulu, HI 
June 3-4, 2025 - Montana (MPMCSA) Convention - Fairmont Hot Springs - Fairmont, MT 
June 19, 2025 - Utah (UPMRA) Golf Tournament - Thanksgiving Point - Lehi, UT 
June 18-19, 2025 - Washington (WIDE) Convention - Davenport Hotel - Spokane, WA 
July 20-22, 2025 - Oregon (OFA) Conference - Sunriver Resort - Sunriver, OR 
July 30-August 1, 2025 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention - Sun Valley Resort - Sun Valley, ID 
August 19-21, 2025 - New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention - Sandia Resort - Albuquerque, NM 
September 9-11, 2025 Utah (UPMRA) Convention - Park City Sheraton, Park City, UT 
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Petro Pete: Did you hear about the surgeon who enjoyed performing quick surgeries on insects? He did one on the fly. 
 
© 2025 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or 
by any means - graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also 
intended for the sole purpose of members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited 
without the express written consent of the WPMA. 
 

If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact:  
WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: kimw@wpma.com Thanks. 
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