
 
 
 
BE VIGILANT!  HOUSING POACHERS AND DATA SCAMMERS ARE TARGETING YOU. 
WPMA will NOT call you on the telephone regarding rooms for the WPMAEXPO.  We do NOT work with outside 
companies to provide housing or book rooms for the show.  Be aware of housing companies that will market to you either 
through email or telephone calls to book your room at supposed substantial discounts. Unfortunately, some of our past 
attendees and exhibitors have found that these companies are not what they appear.  Some have lost their deposit 
amounts, did not receive a room reservation, and/or have been relocated to a different hotel without notice. 
   
Our room block opens September 1st and a link for booking a room will be available on our website at that time.  We have 
an early bird rate between September 1 and November 15. Rooms are not running out, and they are not in short supply at 
this time.   
 
Also, WPMA will not release any “official” or “verified” attendee lists.  Please don’t be deceived and pay for that 
information.  Truly “authorized” information concerning the WPMAEXPO will come directly from WPMA.  
 
SENATORS INTRODUCE LEGISLATION SEEKING TRANSPARENCY TO RFS SMALL REFINERY WAIVER 
PROCESS 
Last week, Sens. Deb Fischer (R-NE) and Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) introduced legislation to address EPA’s RFS small 
refinery exemptions. The bill, known as the “RFS Integrity Act of 2019,” would require small refineries to petition for RFS 
hardship exemptions by June 1st of each year to ensure that Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) accounts for 
exempted gallons in the annual Renewable Volume Obligations (RVOs) it sets each November. The bill also seeks to 
increase transparency by ensuring that certain information surrounding the exemptions is made available to the public 
through freedom of information laws. Furthermore, the bill would require the EPA to notify Congress on the methodology it 
uses when granting small refinery exemptions and provide some information on the companies applying for the waivers.  
 
Under the RFS, refiners must blend certain volumes of biofuels into their fuel each year or purchase credits from those 
that do. Small refineries with a capacity of less than 75,000 barrels per day can receive waivers if they prove that 
compliance with RFS would cause them significant economic harm. The EPA has granted over 40 SREs for 2016 and 
2017 compliance years and has indicated that it has received 40 petitions for SREs for 2018. Midwestern Senators have 
criticized the Trump Administration for granting the refinery waivers and not reallocating them to other obligated parties to 
make up for the lost gallons. Additionally, biofuel groups have argued that the numerous refinery waivers from 2016-2017 
have indirectly reduced the ethanol mandate which have driven down RIN values and, therefore, weakened the market for 
E15.  
 
The Wall Street Journal reported on Tuesday that the Trump Administration may be inclined to limit the number of SREs it 
grants for 2018 to improve ethanol sales. Corn growers have argued that SREs undermine the growth of E15 since it 
lowers RIN values.  
 
FINAL REMINDER! ANNUAL HAZMAT REGISTRATIONS FOR 2019-2020 REGISTRATION YEAR DUE JULY 1 
The U.S. DOT’s Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA) requires hazardous material 
transporters to register and pay a fee each year in return for a certificate of operation. PHMSA began mailing the 2019-
2020 registration information to HAZMAT transporters in April. Only those with expiring DOT PHMSA HAZMAT 
registration certificates must re-register before July 1, 2019 or risk losing authority to operate and pay substantial civil 
penalty. 
 
Petroleum Marketers should check their HAZMAT certificate for the expiration date as multiple year reservations are 
offered and 2019 may not be your expiration date. The validity of HAZMAT registration certificates is checked at roadside 
inspections.  
 
HOUSE TAX EXTENDERS PACKAGE MOVES FORWARD 
A lengthy House Ways and Means Committee markup on a tax extenders package as well as a bill to expand low to 
middle income worker tax credits was approved yesterday. H.R. 3301, the ‘‘Taxpayer Certainty and Disaster Tax Relief 
Act of 5 2019,’’passed by a vote of 25 to 17, while H.R. 3300, the “Economic Relief Act,” passed by a vote of 22 to 19 with 
three Democrats opposing because of the cost and a lack of an off-set. Committee Chairman Richard Neal (D-MA) 
introduced the bills prior to the markup to extend the series of expired business tax credits including the $1 per gallon 
biodiesel tax credit that expired on December 31, 2017.  
 
The biodiesel credit would be revived retroactively for 2018 and continued through 2019 and 2020. The Oil Spill Liability 
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Tax (OSLT) would be extended through 2020 and would not be applied retroactively, which is welcome news for 
petroleum marketers. Additionally, fueling equipment for natural gas, propane, liquefied hydrogen, electricity, E85, or 
diesel fuel blends containing a minimum of 20 percent biodiesel installed through December 31, 2020, would also be 
eligible for a tax credit of 30 percent of the cost, not to exceed $30,000. Finally, the residential energy efficiency tax credit 
for water heaters, furnaces, boilers, heat pumps, building insulation, windows and roofs would be renewed through 2020.  
 
The Democrat’s proposal would also triple the maximum Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) available to childless adults; 
make the child tax credit generally fully refundable; expand a break for dependent care expenses; and provide disaster 
relief funding. Though Neal has floated raising the corporate tax rate to 22 percent from 21 percent to partially pay for the 
extender’s package, it is not in the package. The extenders package is estimated to cost $33.2 billion and the total 
package is scored at about $106.6 billion.  
 
The measure faces opposition in the Senate in part because Neal has proposed paying for these extensions by ending 
higher exemption levels for the estate tax at the end of 2022, instead of 2025 as currently scheduled. 
 
The good news is that the Senate tax extenders bill may have a better chance of passing. In March, Senate Finance 
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-IA) introduced legislation that would retroactively extend most of the provisions 
through 2019 including the biodiesel tax credit. Additionally, the OSLT would be extended through 2019 and would not be 
applied retroactively, which is welcome news for petroleum marketers. 
 
SENATE HOLDS HEARING ON FAST ACT REAUTHORIZATION 
On Wednesday, the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee held a hearing entitled: “FAST Act 
Reauthorization: Transportation and Safety Issues” to examine the implementation of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation (FAST) Act, which expires at the end of fiscal year 2020, and priorities for the Department of 
Transportation as Congress prepares for surface transportation reauthorization.  
 
Witnesses at the hearing included: The Honorable Ronald Batory (Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration); The 
Honorable Raymond Martinez (Administrator, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration); The Honorable Joel Szabat 
(Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs, Office of the Secretary of Transportation); and Ms. Heidi King 
(Deputy Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration). 
 
In his opening statement, Committee Chairman Roger Wicker (R-MS) spoke about a pilot program in the FAST Act that 
would help address the nationwide truck driver shortage. Wicker stated, “Until such time as autonomous vehicles are 
pervasive on our roads and used commercially, there is still an urgent need for truck drivers to help move our nation’s 
goods. I know the FMCSA is working on a pilot program to meet this need by studying the feasibility of allowing 18 to 20-
year-old drivers with military experience to operate trucks in interstate commerce.” Several senators floated the prospect 
of changing the interstate trucking age, switching it to 18, down from 21. Under current law, drivers ages 18-20 can only 
operate commercial vehicles (CMVs) in intrastate commerce. The Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) announced last month that it is seeking public comment on this potential pilot 
program. PMAA will submit comments prior to the July 15, 2019 deadline.  
 
In his written testimony, FMCSA Administrator Raymond Martinez noted that he wants to “provide greater flexibility for 
drivers while maintaining the highest degree of safety” as FMCSA works to move forward with a proposed rule on 
increasing the short haul exemption on-duty driving time as well as the 30-minute rest break provision. The proposed rule 
is still under review at the Office of Management and Budget after receiving more than 5,200 comments during the 
comment period. “We understand that there is a shortage of drivers,” Mr. Martinez said at the hearing.  
 
HOUSE HOLDS JOINT HEARING ON THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S ROLLBACK OF CAFE STANDARDS 
On Thursday, the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce and the Subcommittee on Environment and 
Climate Change of the House Energy and Commerce Committee held a hearing entitled: "Driving in Reverse: The 
Administration’s Rollback of Fuel Economy and Clean Car Standards" to explore the Trump Administration’s proposed 
rollback of Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) and greenhouse gas standards for light-duty cars and trucks. 
 
As a background, last August, the EPA and National Highway and Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) issued a 
proposed rule, known as “The Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule for Model Years 2021-2026 
Passenger Cars and Light Trucks,” that would freeze CAFE standards and corresponding greenhouse gas standards at 
2020 levels and revoke the rights of individual states to adopt more stringent emissions standards. The Trump 
Administration and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) had been in discussions to come to a mutual agreement 
on California’s fuel economy standards, however, citing a lack of productive discussions with CARB, the Trump 
Administration announced recently that it was ending talks with them and moving forward with its rule. Both the Trump 
Administration and CARB, California’s top air regulator, were unable to come to an agreement on key points. The decision 
to end negotiations over the rule will undoubtedly lead to a meeting in court between the Trump Administration and 
California. California and other states that have adopted its rules already sued EPA over its decision last year to roll back 
the standards. That lawsuit is still pending. 



 
Before the hearing, House Democrats sent letters to Marathon Petroleum, American Fuel and Petrochemical 
Manufacturers, American Legislative Exchange Council, Energy4US and Americans for Prosperity seeking information on 
what they call a “covert lobbying and social media campaign” in support of the Trump administration rollback of CAFE 
standards. The letters were sent in response to California Air Resources Board (CARB) Chair Mary Nichols allegations 
that the oil industry had influenced the Trump Administration in rolling back the CAFE standards. EPA Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler pushed back against these accusations along with allegations that the EPA “unilaterally decided to cut 
off conversations” between CARB and the EPA. Wheeler noted that the EPA has been acting in good faith with CARB and 
Nichols’ is unwilling to work with EPA to find a nationwide CAFE standard that works for all parties involved.  
 
"I believe that it is important for the members of the subcommittees to understand that when Ms. Nichols states that she 
offered a counterproposal to the proposed rule as if she operated as a good faith actor in this rulemaking, that is what is 
false," Wheeler wrote in a letter to the House Energy and Commerce Republicans.  
 
“Ms. Nichols was unable or unwilling to be a good-faith negotiator,” Wheeler told lawmakers during the hearing. She took 
10 weeks and then the proposal was just a reiteration of the existing Obama-era requirements, with an extra year of 
compliance time. Even so, the proposal didn’t have the approval of California’s governor, the state’s attorney general or 
the CARB board members. 
 
Last October, PMAA submitted comments in support of the Trump Administration’s proposed rule. PMAA highlighted 
numerous reasons why current CAFE standards could impact petroleum marketers and how important the Trump 
Administration’s proposed rule is needed. 
 
PASSING OF GLORIA FRANKLIN, IDAHO 
WPMA is saddened to announce the passing of Gloria Irey Franklin in Caldwell, Idaho, on June 19th, 2019 at the age of 
91. Gloria and her husband Bob were the original owners of Franklin Oil Company (now United Oil) of Caldwell. 
Gloria was born in Belleville, Kansas on August 3rd, 1928 to John Millard Irey and Lillian Dial Irey. She grew up in 
Osborne, Kansas, where her parents operated a dry-cleaning business and her mother was a teacher. Following high 
school graduation, her family moved to Fort Collins, Colorado so she could attend Colorado A & M. Soon after, she met 
R.L. (Bob) Franklin, Jr., and the two were married on December 28th, 1948. 
 
Gloria and Bob settled in Caldwell, Idaho in 1949 where Bob had purchased an oil distributorship. Although she was a 
stay-at-home mother, Gloria was still an active participant in their businesses through the years. Gloria and Bob made 
many friends in the oil and auto dealer businesses during that time and were fortunate to travel all over the world. Gloria 
was fiercely independent and resourceful. After Bob's death, she was determined to be self-reliant and stay busy. Her 
positive outlook and gracious demeanor set a wonderful example for her family. 
  
Gloria is survived by her children and spouses: Hollace Claiborn (Brent), Rob Franklin (Janet) and Andrea Franklin (Thad 
Lawrence), and her grandchildren: Robert, Alex and Tyler Lawrence.  
 
Memorial services will be held at the Caldwell United Methodist Church on Thursday, June 27th at 2 p.m. The family 
suggests memorials to the University of Idaho Foundation or the Idaho State P.E.O. Chapter House. Condolences may be 
shared with the family at www.dakanfuneralchapel.com. 
 
 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 2020 WPMAEXPO 
 

  
Mark your calendars for February 18-20, 2020.  Make plans now to attend the 2020 WPMAEXPO.  

It will be held once again at the Mirage in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
August 5-7, 2019 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Sun Valley Resort, Sun Valley, ID 
August 19-21, 2019 – New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention – Sandia Resort & Casino, Albuquerque, NM 
September 11-13, 2019 – Utah (UPMRA) – Convention – Zermatt Resort, Midway, UT 
October 14, 2019 - Hawaii (HPMA) - Golf Tournament - Oahu Country Club, Honolulu, HI 
February 18-20, 2020 – WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel– Las Vegas, NV 
 
 

http://www.dakanfuneralchapel.com/
http://www.wpma.com/national-convention


WPMA MEMBER SERVICES 

 
 
 

Be sure to subscribe to all of our social channels for great tips, industry trends, and insider information 
about association activities and upcoming events! 

 

                                               
 

 

Petro Pete: “The difference between stupidity and genius is that genius has its limits.” – Albert Einstein” 

© 2019 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the 
WPMA. 
If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  
 

CLASSIFIED ADS   
 
MARKETING DIRECTOR OF CONVENIENCE STORES  
Story Distributing Company is an award winning MT branded 
wholesaler, located in Bozeman, MT, seeking a Marketing 
Director to manage all aspects of the company operated 
stores.  Call Donna at 406-587-0702 or send resume to 
DonnaM@StoryDist.com.  
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