
 
 
 
 
FEDERATED RISK MANAGEMENT ACADEMY SEPTEMBER 11-13 
Federated’s Risk Management Academy provides a unique opportunity for businesses to learn best practices and network 
with industry peers through 2 ½-day risk management seminars. These seminars are designed for individuals in positions 
of risk leadership including owners, operations management, service management, risk management, or human resources. 
The key to a successful business is implementing and leading a strong risk management culture, so attendees should be in 
a position to take action! 

Topics target specific risk management exposures for all industries as well as targeted exposures for individual industries. 
Seminar sessions include: 

• Risk Management Culture 
• Employment Practices Liability 
• Risk Managing Your Drivers 
• Claims Management 
• Selection Risks and Pitfalls 
• Employment Practices Risk Management 
• Risk Manager Responsibilities 
• Family and Business Succession Planning 
• Managing Your Workers Compensation 
• Underwriting Your Business 
• Industry Specific Topics 
• Cyber Risk Management 
• Federated Shield Network 
• Disaster Planning 

The 2½-day seminar will be held at Federated’s corporate headquarters in Owatonna, Minnesota. There is no charge to 
attend the training, however, attendees are responsible for air and ground transportation to and from Owatonna, as well as 
lodging. 
 
Register today at federatedinsurance.com or by contacting Royetta Spurgeon at 507.455.5604 rlspurgeon@fedins.com 
 
HOUSE APPROPRIATORS BURN THRU SPENDING MEASURES 
This week, the House Appropriations Committee and Subcommittees approved spending bills that are of particular 
relevance for petroleum marketers.  
 
On Wednesday, the Subcommittee with jurisdiction over EPA approved $7.5 billion for FY 2018, the lowest level in a 
decade, but not as stringent of a reduction than the $2.6 billion cut sought by the White House.  

• Funding for the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Program is consistent with past years at $92 million for 
FY 2018. In June, PMAA sent a joint letter to House Committee on Appropriations Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen 
(R-NJ) and Ranking Member Nita Lowey (D-NY) urging them to reject President Trump’s FY 2018 budget request 
of $47 million for the LUST Trust Fund Program because that funding amount is inadequate. This could be 
problematic because if states do not receive funding, then they will find other ways to cover their costs including 
increasing tank fees. In previous years, Congress has appropriated between $90 - $100 million each year; an amount 
PMAA would like Congress to continue to appropriate. 

For more detailed information on the appropriations bills including LIHEAP and CFTC funding and its impact on petroleum 
marketers, please click here (http://www.pmaa.org/weeklyreview/attachments/AdditionalAppropsInfo0717.pdf). 

MCCONNELL DELAYS RECESS BY TWO WEEKS 
Murkowski Pushing for Energy Bill to Receive Floor Time 
This week, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) announced that he would be cutting the Senate’s August 
recess in half, saying Republicans needed more time to achieve its legislative goals, including negotiations over healthcare 
legislation and the processing of nominees. Additionally, McConnell stated the Senate will also devote time to passing a 
defense authorization bill. 
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On Tuesday, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) told reporters that she would like 
to see the Senate take up the bipartisan energy package, S. 1460, before the August recess. The bill contains provisions 
that would improve electric reliability and energy efficiency; promote the development of hydropower, geothermal, and 
methane hydrates; enhance cyber security efforts; bolster mineral security; and repeals a range of obsolete authorities 
currently within the U.S. Code. The bill would require the Department of Energy (DOE) to approve or deny the use and 
operation of an LNG export facility no later than 45 days after an environmental review conducted by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). It would also require the DOE to gather and distribute data on the destinations of LNG 
exports. However, the bill would also streamline the coordination between federal agencies when reviewing a natural gas 
pipeline application.  
 
HOUSE INTERIOR-ENVIRONMENT SPENDING BILL DELAYS OZONE REGULATIONS UNTIL 2015 
Environmentalists Sue EPA Over Ozone Implementation Delay 
Earlier this week, the FY 2018 spending bill for the Interior Department, Environmental Protection Agency, and related 
agencies was approved by voice vote of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related 
Agencies. Included in the bill is a provision that would delay the revised EPA standards limiting ozone until 2025. 
 
A similar bill was also passed by the House Energy and Commerce Committee recently. H.R. 806, known as the “Ozone 
Standards Implementation Act of 2017,” passed by a vote of 29-24. The bill would ask the EPA to update its standards for 
ozone pollution every 10 years rather than every 5 years, the timeline currently set by federal law. Republicans argued that 
the bill will make it easier for cities and localities to come into compliance with federal ozone limits. PMAA supports this 
legislation because it provides a common-sense approach for implementing national ambient air quality standards, 
recognizes ongoing state efforts to improve air quality through a reasonable implementation schedule for the 2015 ozone 
standards, streamlines the air permitting process for businesses to expand operations and create jobs, and includes other 
reforms that bring more regulatory certainty to federal air quality standards. The bill would avert the spread of more RFG 
and lower RVP motor fuels from hitting the market. The bill now moves to the House floor for a full vote. 
 
A number of environmental groups sued the EPA after the agency delayed the implementation of stricter national ambient 
air quality standards by one year. The groups argue that EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s delay is a "preemptory action 
involving no public participation and only cursory explication." The suit was filed before the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals on 
Wednesday. Groups suing EPA include the NRDC, the American Lung Association and the National Parks Conservation 
Association. 
FHWA DENIES COMMERCIALIZATION OF SIGNS ON INTERSTATES 
Last week, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) blocked a plan to sell commercial corporate sponsorships of 
official traffic signs in Texas. The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) pitched a proposal to auction one-third of 
the space on electronic freeway signs to corporate sponsors. In a letter to TxDOT, the FHWA stated that it was unable to 
approve TxDOT’s request “based on the applicable statutes and regulations.”  
 
PMAA applauds this decision because allowing corporate logo advertising would not only hurt petroleum marketers and 
small businesses, but would also create a safety hazard. Last year, PMAA sent a letter to Federal Highway Administration 
(FHA) Administrator Gregory Nadeau asking that the government refrain from approving any proposals to use 
commercialized advertising on the right of way. 
 
BOOK YOUR ROOM NOW FOR THE 2018 WPMAEXPO 
Our hotel block for the 2018 WPMAEXPO is open and available.   
  
You have two ways to book rooms: 

• Through our website here: http://www.wpma.com/national-convention/hotel 
• Or call The Mirage directly at 800-627-6667 using WPM18A for the early bird rate.   

We do not have a company representing us for room booking.   Please do not book hotel rooms with a third-party 
company.  Booking with a third-party company is at your own risk. You should only book your room through the 
WPMA web site or by calling the Mirage directly using the WPMA code above. 
 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 2018 WPMAEXPO  
 

  
Mark your calendars for February 20-22, 2018.  Make plans now to attend the 2018 WPMAEXPO.  

It will be held once again at the Mirage in Las Vegas, Nevada.  

http://www.wpma.com/national-convention/hotel
http://www.wpma.com/national-convention


 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  
August 2-4, 2017 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Sun Valley Resort – Sun Valley, Idaho 
August 21-23, 2017 – New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention – Sandia Resort – Albuquerque, New Mexico 
August 30, 2017 – Idaho(IPM&CSA) PAC Golf Tournament, Huntsman Springs GC, Driggs, Idaho 
September 13-15, 2017 – Utah (UPMRA) Convention – Zermatt Resort – Midway, Utah 
October 5, 2017 – Hawaii (HPMA) Golf Tournament – The King Kamehameha GC, Wailuku, Hawaii 
 
February 20-22, 2018 – WPMA Convention & Expo – Mirage Hotel– Las Vegas, Nevada 
June 18-21, 2018 – Washington (WOMA) Convention – Suncadia Resort – Cle Elum, Washington 
August 8-10, 2018 – Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention – Coeur d’Alene Resort – Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
 

 
WPMA MEMBER SERVICES 

 
 

Be sure to subscribe to all of our social channels for great tips, industry trends, and insider information 
about association activities and upcoming events! 

 

                                         
 

Petro Pete: “Refusing to go to the gym counts as resistance training, right?” 
 
© 2017 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means - 
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also intended for the sole purpose of 
members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the WPMA. 
If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: janr@wpma.com. 
Thanks.  
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