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NEED A 2024 TAX DEDUCTION? 
Consider donating to the WPMA Scholarship Foundation 

Three ways to donate: 
 

  

Donate $1,000 to the Scholarship 
and receive two tickets to the 
exclusive Doug Alexander 
Memorial Scholarship Reception.  
 
The reception is hosted by the 
WPMA President, Matt Berry, and 
held in a SkyLoft Suite at The 
MGM Grand on Monday, February 
17, 2025. Don't miss out on this 
distinguished event. 
 
When registering choose the Platinum 
Level Donation. 

 

  

The WPMA Scholarship 
Foundation is seeking fun, unique, 
and high-quality items valued at 
$100 or more for our Silent 
Auction. 
 
No time to shop for a silent auction 
item? . . . send cash and we'll do 
the shopping for you. 
 
Please contact Emily Perry with 
questions at emilyp@wpma.com. 

 

  

Sponsor the WPMA Scholarship 
Golf Tournament.  
 
All golf sponsors are listed on 
signage at the Golf Tournament, in 
the WPMAEXPO Program, and in 
the Post Convention issue of 
WPMA News Magazine.  

 

CLICK HERE TO 
REGISTER FOR 

RECEPTION  
 

 

LINK TO 
DONATION FORM  

 

 

CLICK HERE TO 
SPONSOR GOLF 
TOURNAMENT  

 

 

The WPMA Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)(6) organization  
and all proceeds go directly to the Foundation. 

 
Donors are encouraged to consult their accountant to ensure your charitable donations meet the necessary qualifications for tax 

benefits. 
 

 

 

 

The following information provided by:  

EMA-Energy Marketers of America 
 

  

 

  

 

Urge House Lawmakers to Pass the Transportation Security Screening Modernization Act! 
Last month, the Senate approved the Transportation Security Screening Modernization Act by unanimous consent, S. 3959, that 
would eliminate costly background check redundancies within the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC), 
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Hazardous Materials Endorsement (HME), and TSA PreCheck programs. Now it is up to the House to approve the bill before 
the end of this year. EMA encourages you to reach out to your lawmakers this week. 
 
Truck drivers hauling fuel must obtain additional credentials beyond their CDL, such as the TWIC and HME. These credentials, 
while vital to safety and security, are managed by TSA through duplicative background checks, redundant fees, and avoidable 
administrative hurdles. The background check required for all three programs is the same, and the enrollment process should 
be consolidated for multiple credentials. Taking these steps will help increase the number of qualified drivers, reduce supply 
chain backlogs, and support the timely delivery of essential motor and heating fuel products that drive America's economy. 

 
CLICK HERE TO URGE HOUSE LAWMAKERS TO SUPPORT THE  

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY SCREENING MODERNIZATION ACT 
 

Main Street Competition Coalition Praises First Robinson-Patman Enforcement Action in a Generation 
This week, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) took a historic stride toward restoring marketplace fairness and lowering 
consumer prices when it voted 3-2 to enforce the Robinson-Patman Act (RPA) for the first time in a generation. Even the 
incoming Chair, Andrew Ferguson, clearly acknowledged the long overdue use of the Act by the FTC. RPA prohibits price 
discrimination when buyers purchase goods in similar quantities or volumes. The FTC’s bipartisan vote demonstrates the critical 
importance of enforcing our nation’s existing antitrust laws to level the playing field for Main Street businesses and the local 
communities they serve. 
 
Although the FTC’s enforcement action is narrowly focused on the alcohol distribution market, the ripple effects will be felt 
across all markets for goods, demonstrating that enforcers are serious about leveling the playing field and promoting fair 
competition. It’s a win for consumers looking for more choices and better prices as RPA enforcement ensures that the same 
discounts big retailers secure through aggressive tactics are fairly available to all retailers and wholesalers who buy in similar 
quantities. 
 
The decision is being applauded by the Main Street Competition Coalition, a broad alliance of businesses of all sizes, as well as 
farmers and ranchers, who have been sounding the alarm for years on the increasingly brazen practices of giant companies 
weaponizing their size to harm smaller competitors and trading partners. 
 
“It is no secret that a handful of big companies have taken advantage of decades of lax antitrust enforcement to gain an 
economic advantage in the market,” said Chris Jones, Chief Government Relations Officer & Counsel of the National Grocers 
Association. “Instead of competing head-to-head, it's much easier for many corporate giants to simply use their muscle to get 
ahead and avoid the disciplining forces of competition. Today’s enforcement action is a crucial step towards a competitive 
landscape that will improve the standing of American consumers.” 
 
“Dominant firms have exploited their power for years, and the impact has been devastating for Main Street” Rob Underwood, 
President and CEO of the Energy Marketers of America added. “Robinson-Patman enforcement will restore true price 
competition and give consumers more choices in the marketplace.” 
 
“The FTC’s action shows that the Robinson-Patman Act is still relevant and vital today because fairness and competition aren’t 
antiquated concepts in the 21st Century,” said Matt Seiler, R.N., Esq. Vice President, and General Counsel of the National 
Community Pharmacists Association. “This enforcement action sends a strong message to dominant firms that they can no 
longer disregard a law that is still in effect.” 
 
About the MSCC 
The Main Street Competition Coalition is comprised of national and state industry trade associations and agriculture groups who 
support vigorous enforcement of the Robinson-Patman Act. Our membership constitutes the backbone of Main Street America, 
including independent grocers, community pharmacists, convenience stores, truck stops, independent bars and restaurants, 
booksellers, hoteliers, package stores, wholesale distributors, and farmers and ranchers. Our advocacy mission and full 
membership list are available on our website: www.mainstreetcompetition.com. 

 

FDA Very Low Nicotine Content Rule Submitted to OMB 
In the final days of the Biden Administration, the FDA has submitted a proposed rule for review to the Office of Management & 
Budget (OMB); the rule apparently would establish a maximum nicotine level in cigarettes and certain other combusted tobacco 
products. 
 
Since the proposed product standard regulation has not yet been published, the maximum level of nicotine that the FDA would 
set is not known, and the publicly available materials do not identify the specific categories of other combustible products to 
which such a nicotine level cap would also apply. 
Typically, to propose a new regulation such as this one, a federal agency is required to follow a multi-year, nine-step process 
that involves identifying the need for a new regulation, drafting the regulation, having the White House Office of Management 
and Budget review the proposed regulation under applicable executive orders, publishing the proposed regulation for public 
comment, reviewing all public comments, making any changes deemed necessary to the regulation, obtaining final White House 
Office of Management and Budget approval, and publishing the final regulation with an effective date. According to the OMB 
dashboard website, by sending this proposed rule to OMB for review, the FDA is currently on the fourth step of this nine-step 
process. 
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With former President Trump set to become President in January, the proposed rule faces future uncertainty. He has already 
announced his plans to nominate new leaders, Robert Kennedy as Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services 
and Martin Makary as FDA Commissioner. Both nominations require Senate confirmation. 

 

Inside the Beltway Update 
Congressional leaders are expected to release the text of a continuing resolution (CR) over the weekend to push the 
government funding deadline to mid or late March 2025. The CR is expected to include roughly $100 billion in emergency 
supplemental funding to address recent natural disasters and may include additional year-end legislation, such as a package of 
health bills. Congress is expected to adopt the CR prior to the current government funding deadline of December 20. 
This week, House Republicans also finalized recommendations for committee leadership in the 119th Congress. Current House 
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Chairman Sam Graves (R-MO) was granted a waiver by the House Republican Steering 
Committee to continue leading the T&I Committee next Congress. The Steering Committee also selected Reps. Brett Guthrie 
(R-KY) and French Hill (R-AR) to lead the House Energy and Commerce and Financial Services Committees, respectively. 
 
House and Senate leaders are continuing to prepare to consider major tax legislation under expedited reconciliation procedures 
in the first 100 days of the 119th Congress, a process that will restrict amendments and allow passage by a simple majority 
vote. This week, House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO) and incoming Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune (R-SD) met to discuss differences in reconciliation strategy between the House and Senate. House leaders, 
including Speaker Mike Johnson, currently favor passage of one reconciliation bill containing tax legislation and other provisions 
on border security, energy, and other Republican priorities prior to the end of April 2025, while Senate leaders supportive of two 
reconciliation packages, with tax legislation considered after a border and energy package. 

 

Urge Congress to Extend the Biodiesel Blender’s Tax Credit 
Recently, Representatives Mike Carey (R-OH), Claudia Tenney (R-NY), Annie Kuster (D-NH) and Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-
IA) introduced the “Biodiesel Tax Credit Extension Act of 2024,” (H.R. 9060), which aims to extend the $1 per gallon biodiesel 
blender’s tax credit through 2025. Extending the biodiesel blender’s tax credit is important to energy marketers to sell a growing 
portfolio of affordable, efficient, and environmentally friendly liquid fuels that are helping to reduce emissions while propelling 
Americans forward and lowering heating fuel costs. 
 
Unfortunately, the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which was signed into law in 2022, replaced the biodiesel blender’s tax credit 
with a new 45Z Clean Fuel Production Credit (CFPC) based on carbon intensity scores. Ethanol, biodiesel, renewable diesel 
and sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) will all be eligible for the new production tax credit, however, the Department of the Treasury 
has yet to publish CFPC guidance, and it is unlikely to do so before President Biden leaves office. Therefore, it is important that 
Congress acts soon to extend the biodiesel blender’s tax credit to give impacted industries market certainty for at least another 
year. 
 

• Heating fuels marketers -- click here to write Congress to extend the Biodiesel Blender’s Tax Credit.  
• Motor fuels marketers -- click here to write Congress to extend the Biodiesel Blender’s Tax Credit.  

 
Meanwhile, EMA submitted comments to the House Ways and Means Committee regarding the Importance of Extending the 
Biofuel Blender’s Tax Credit. Click here to read the comments. 

 

  

 

Weekend Reads  
A Christmas gift for California oil refiners 
 
GOP senators fear House chaos could derail Trump’s agenda 
 
Hobbs not currently eyeing legal action over California gas regulations 
 
Cassidy moves to sell Republicans on carbon tariff pitch 
 
Mazda: Americans Want Cheap Gas Cars 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Federated Insurance Employment Practices Network HR Question 
Employee Pay During Weather Closures 
Federated Insurance’s HR Question of the Month focuses on employment-related practices liability issues. This month’s 
question is: Employee Pay During Weather Closures. We had to close our office for a few days due to the recent storms. Are 
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employees entitled to be paid for the days we were closed? Does it matter if the employees are exempt or nonexempt? All our 
employees are paid a salary, but some are exempt, and some are nonexempt. Please click here to read the response. 
 
Please always feel free to contact your Federated regional representative or EMA’s National Account Executive Patrick 
Cunningham at 507.455.8935 for any additional information or risk management questions. Federated is a Partner in EMA’s 
Board of Directors Council. 
 
This article is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The 
recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not guaranteed to eliminate, any or all risk of loss. Examples shown are for illustrative 
purposes only. The information herein may be subject to, and is not a substitute for, any laws or regulations that may apply. Qualified 
counsel should be sought with questions specific to your circumstances. ©2024 Federated Mutual Insurance Company.  

 

 

 

 

  

The WPMA NEWS currently serves EIGHT 
independent petroleum and convenience store 
associations. 

Interested in a previous WPMA News issue? Click 
HERE. 

 

 

  

EMA JOURNAL - The Official Publication of 
the Energy Marketers of America 
Check out the EMA Journal anytime online by 
clicking here. 
 
The EMA Journal FALL issue is now available. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2025 WPMAEXPO SPEAKERS  
 

  

Keynote: 
Donald Trump Jr. 
 
Donald Trump Jr. is an innovator 
and leader in today’s business 
world. As Executive Vice President 
at The Trump Organization, he 
actively oversees the 
organization’s extensive property 
portfolio. As a bestselling author he 
is known for his sharp insights and 
outspoken commentary on politics, 
business, media bias, and 
contemporary American culture. 

 

  

Ladies Luncheon: 
Riley Gaines 

 
Riley Gaines competed and tied 

with trans-identifying male 
swimmer, Lia Thomas, at their 
NCAA championships. Since 

directly experiencing the injustice 
of allowing men in women’s sports, 
Riley has been outspoken on why 
this issue is blatantly unfair and 

harmful to female athletes. 
 

  

Thursday Speaker: 
Alex Epstein 

 
The Moral Case for  

Fossil Fuels 
 

Founder and President of the 
Center for Industrial Progress (CIP) 
and bestselling author of The Moral 
Case for Fossil Fuels, Alex Epstein 

challenges conventional views on 
climate change and advocates for 

expanding fossil fuel use. 
 

CLICK HERE: REGISTER NOW  
 

 

CLICK HERE: HOTEL INFORMATION  
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WPMA HAS NOT contracted with any service to book accommodations for the convention. Reservations made through any 
outside agency will be at your own risk. If you have any questions, please contact the WPMA staff at 801-263-9762. 

 

  

 

  

Starting in 2025, the WPMA Scholarship Foundation will award FOUR $10,000 scholarships to students of marketer 
members and ONE $6,000 scholarship for associate members.  

APPLICATION OPEN NOW  
THROUGH MARCH 20, 2025 

 

  

 

PLEASE NOTE UPCOMING DATES FOR WPMA EVENTS 
February 18-20, 2025 - WPMAEXPO, MGM Grand Resort, Las Vegas, NV 
April 24-25, 2025 - Nevada (NPM&CSA) Big Dogs Event - Red Rock Casino/Angel Park Golf Course 
June 3-4, 2025 - Montana (MPMCSA) Convention - Fairmont Hot Springs - Fairmont, MT 
June 18-20, 2025 - Washington (WIDE) Convention - Davenport Hotel - Spokane, WA 
July 20-22, 2025 - Oregon (OFA) Conference - Sunriver Resort - Sunriver, OR 
July 30-August 1, 2025 - Idaho (IPM&CSA) Convention - Sun Valley Resort - Sun Valley, ID 
August 19-21, 2025 - New Mexico (NMPMA) Convention - Sandia Resort - Albuquerque, NM 
September 9-11, 2025 Utah (UPMRA) Convention - Park City Sheraton, Park City, UT 

 

  

 

Member Services 
 

  

 

FEDERATED INSURANCE 

 
 
 
 
 

CLICK HERE for more info. 

  

 

 

TRANSFORCE  

 
 
CLICK HERE 
for more info. 

  

 

 

NPP PARTNERS 

  

CLICK HERE for more info. 
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HERTZ CAR RENTAL 

  

 
 

CLICK HERE for more info. 
 

IN OUR BACKYARD 

  

CLICK HERE for more info. 
 

WE CARD 

 
 
CLICK HERE for 
more info. 

  

 

 

  

 

Petro Pete:  The baby knew she was ready to be born because she was running out of womb. 
 
© 2024 Western Petroleum Marketers Association - All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or 
by any means - graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise. The information herein is also 
intended for the sole purpose of members of the Western Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA). Any other use is strictly prohibited 
without the express written consent of the WPMA. 
 

If you do not wish to receive information via fax or e-mail, please contact:  
WPMA at: (801) 263-9762, Fax: (801) 262-9413, or e-mail: kimw@wpma.com Thanks. 
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